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Why Don’t I Accept “Innate Nature Theory”

YANG Zebo'~
(1. Yi Study and Ancient Chinese Philosophy Research Center, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100;

2. School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Breaking away from traditional beliefs and redefining Xunzi’s “evil nature” as “innate nature” has become an
important force in Xunzi’s research in recent years. But there are many debatable aspects to this approach, such as whether
the materials are sufficient, whether it is possible for human beings to be kind, and whether Mencius is good at it. In addition,
it also involves a fundamental question, namely, is human nature purely natural? Mencius believes that benevolence,
righteousness, propriety, and wisdom come from nature. Although there are some shortcomings, the term “inherent” implies
that moral basis is pre-existing and has important theoretical significance. Mencius’ theory of good nature emphasizes the
“talent” and “‘end” of good, whose theoretical value cannot be underestimated. While Xunzi believes that life is just a blank
sheet of paper, without understanding the primacy and anti- consciousness of moral basis, where there is a significant
deficiency in academic theory. I sincerely admire the exploratory spirit of relevant scholars and respect their efforts, but I
still adhere to the traditional “evil nature theory”” and do not accept the statement of “innate nature”.
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