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theory on inheriting the sacred Dao, which includes the unified lineages of “Dao” and “learning”. In the case of “Dao”,
Mencius lists the following series of lineage: Emperor Yao, Emperor Shun, King Tang of Shang, King Wen of Zhou, and
Confucius. As for the case of learning, the lineage lists Confucius, Zengzi, Zisi, and Mencius. The former lineage reverts to
the ancient for a new germination and focuses on establishing a transcendent ground of existence. In this lineage, the sages,
who “knew by hearing” , knew the Dao of Heaven alone through inner hearing, highlighting the transcendent significance of
the “Dao”. The worthy men, who “knew by seeing” , realized the Heaven-given creation by sages into regimes and customs,
highlighting the practical character of the “Dao”. This “Dao” sheds light on rational humanism, and also commits
individuals’ knowing alone transcendently, rather than makes them lost in irrational mysticism. As for the latter lineage,
Mencius’ traces “learning” back to Confucius from Zisi and Zengzi, showing a strong awareness and consciousness of
constructing a new academic tradition. Mencius’ lineage of learning, succeeding Confucius’s integrating of “sage” and
“learning” , is not only continuation of “learning”, but also moral obligation. The implementation of the “Dao” in
“learning” sets up a cross of the logical-semantic and the rational-conscious ways, leads the spiritual life of society, and
unfolds into a living cultural tradition that can be blooming and long-lasting. Mencius’ idea of unifying the inheritance of the
sacred Dao and the construction of academic tradition has become a basic path for succeeding Confucianism and Chinese
thoughts and culture hereafter.

In recent years, scholars are no longer satisfied with working merely on previous research literature, and begun to turn
to the ideological construction in order to return to the tradition, adding to their research some Mencius’ components or
elements of constructing “lineage of learning”, which is quite a meaningful progress. However, lacking the basis of
transcendent value identification in the aspect of “lineage of Dao” , this academic construction will inevitably take on an
intellectual and technical mask, instead of being truly concerned with morality-customs and heart-minds. In such a context,
Mencius’ idea of inheriting the sacred Dao will continue to shed light on the contemporary construction of Chinese thoughts
and scholarship.

Key words: Lineage of Dao; Lineage of learning; Traditions; Mencius; Knowing by hearing; Knowing by seeing

On Freedom and Justice: Confucius’ Idea of Freedom and lts Basis of Justice Theory
Huang Yushun

Abstract; Benjamin Constant’s discussion of “the liberty of the ancients” and “the liberty of the moderns” logically
contains a conception; there is a universal concept of “liberty” or “freedom” that covers the ancient freedom and the modern
freedom as an upper concept. This universal concept of “freedom” implies the value of “justice” , namely, the behavior of
individual volition allows no one to interfere within the just norms of a society. “The behavior of individual volition allows no
one to interfere” is the subjective dimension of this idea of freedom, that is, the individual subject has natural free will.
“The just norms of a society” is the normative dimension, that is, it is based on the theory of justice. There are two levels of
stipulations here: First, the prerequisite for freedom is to comply with social norms, including moral norms, legal norms,
etc. ; Second, the prerequisite for complying with social norms is that the norms themselves are just, that is, such norms are
righteous (impartial and fair) and proper.

According to this universal concept of “freedom” , Confucius had his own view of freedom and its basis of justice theory.
Confucius’ view of freedom is not only his freedom view of the spiritual realm theory, but also that of the human nature
theory. Although his famous statement “follow my will and do not exceed the norm” is an expression of the spiritual realm
theory, it can also be expressed as the freedom statement of the human nature theory, that is, “Everyone follows his will and
does not exceed the norm”. As for his famous statement, “Even an ordinary person can’t be deprived of his will”, it is a
typical view of freedom of the human nature theory, recognizing that everyone has an inalienable free will.

Confucius’ theory of justice is a complex steric theoretical system, in which the core theoretical structure is the
foundation relationship between “benevolence—justice—norm” , that is, to establish the principles of justice (yi) according
to the universal love (ren), and to construct the social norms (li) according to the principles of justice (yi). Confucius’
thoughts contain two principles of justice; (1) The principle of righteousness is the embodiment of the universality of the
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universal love, that is, only the social norms established according to the spirit of “the integrated benevolence” are
righteous. (2) The principle of properness is the embodiment of the concreteness of the universal love, that is, only the
social norms constructed according to the basic lifestyle of a specific historical era are proper. Confucius’ theory of justice
requires the construction of social norms and institutional arrangements according to the above two principles of justice. This
is a conception of development, civilization and progress, just as Confucius’ saying that “ (the clauses of) norms can be
deleted and added”. This set of axioms contains the justice theory as the premise for freedom view: the premise of abiding by
social norms is that the social norms themselves are just; the premise of the justness of social norms is to conform to the
principles of justice; the premise of establishing the principles of justice is to have the spirit of universal love.

The subjective dimension of Confucius’ conception of freedom includes several characteristics: the existence of the
mind; self-consciousness; initiative; selectivity. Confucius’ conception of freedom has two levels: the connotation of
“conservative freedom” (not Isaiah Berlin’s “negative liberty” ) is “the freedom conforming to social norms” , the base of
which is the Confucian “principle of tolerance” ; and the connotation of “constructive freedom” ( not Isaiah Berlin’s
“positive liberty” ) is “to reconstruct the social norms”.

Key words; Confucius; Idea of freedom; Theory of justice

“The Ji of Noumenon” and “the Ji of Nature”
—the “Ji” Theory under the Comparative Philosophical Views of China and Japan
Dai Senyu

Abstract: As a representative concept in Oriental philosophy and aesthetics, “ji” (%) has important connotations in
both Chinese and Japanese cultures. In daily contexts, “ji” is used in both Chinese and Japanese to represent silence,
loneliness, isolation and so on. There has been a consistent tradition that reflects the connotation of “ji” as the noumenon
orientation or noumenon symbol in Chinese philosophy, from the “stillness and motionlessness” (ji ran bu dong R A3))
in the Book of Changes, and the “nothingness and immensity” (ji xi liao xi F5"25") in the Tao Te Ching, to Wang Bi of
the Wei-Jin period who regarded “silence and immobility” as “the supreme divine being” (zhi shen zhe =¥ ). The same
connotation is also seen in Buddhist talk that views the “silent nirvana” (ji jing Nie pan FHESR) as the truth that never
changes as well as in the “yong ji ti yi” (JHE{K—) from a Ti-Yong perspective, which influenced later Confucians in Song
and Ming dynasties in their discussions of “ji gan” (EUE) and “ji i” (B4EK) in terms of the relationship between
movement and stillness, essence and the inessential, the mind and external things etc. In the Japanese context, “ji” is
mostly presented as a natural aesthetic state—it is not only an elegant and leisurely interest, but also creates an aesthetic
situation such as void, lightness, seclusion and antiquity. This “natural state” is the realm of the object itself, excluding the
involvement of the human mind and emotions, and having nothing to do with the generation, movement and transformation of
the metaphysical world, but focusing on the natural elegance, self-contained vitality and self-manifestation of things. The ji
of nature, which lacks the value subject, forms the basis of Japanese academic learning that pursues practical cognition of
Confucianism, the elegant tea ceremony and so on.

Nevertheless, despite the impact of Confucianism and Buddhism, the Shinto of ji, which is concerned with the divine of
nature, was able to maintain its independence, and, by incorporating Buddhism and Confucianism, transform itself to be a
system of so-called “Japan’s Kogaku”.

Exploring the reasons from the cultural traditions, Chinese culture established the subjectivity of human beings earlier
in the relationship between man and nature, and human beings are the core of all things in the natural world. In contrast,
Japan has developed a pantheistic belief represented by Shinto, which accommodates and immerses people in the natural
divinity of all things, instead of attaching importance to moral uplifting and cultivation. In the context of Japanese culture,
the “dao” (iE) of “tea ceremony” (Z%iE) and “karate” (%5 F-iH) does not have the universality and basis of the
“Dao” in Chinese philosophy, i. e. , the ontological meaning. So Shinto is in fact the “ji of nature” , the aesthetic vision of
the ubiquitous “essence” (#1) and “spirit” (&), and the realm that it creates, that is, fuuga ( XUffE). This absence of

subject or “ubiquity” of essence just implies the “weakening” (xuhua HEfL) of all natural things and the value of the
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