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Abstract: Ancient thinkers often used the notion of “/ei” (category or kind) to express ideas of classification or universality. The con-
cept of category arises from the activity of lei. As a verb, the original meaning of /ei refers to resonance among things of the same
kind. Objects capable of such mutual resonance ultimately form a category, which represents a process of induction from the many to
the onej; in this sense, /lei is analogous to inductive reasoning. This form of /ei possesses cognitive functions or attributes, yet in es-
sence it belongs to the domain of action. Under the conception of an overarching category, individuals of the same kind receive influ-
ences from others through resonance and are thereby morally cultivated, leading them to act in ways appropriate to that category. This
form of lei—response, endowed with educative function, constitutes the proper mode of human existence. Although such action con-
tains a certain cognitive element, it remains fundamentally an action rather than a mode of cognition that directly produces knowledge.
Cognitive processes that directly generate knowledge include synthetic reasoning and analytic reasoning, which are pure activities gov-
erned by the mind detached from the body. Such purely mental activities are entirely different from /lei~based resonance, which is a gi
(vital disposition) based activity characterized by contingency. This activity of lei-response, rather than being a form of cognition, is
better understood as a form of action.

Key words : [ei (category or kind) ; induction; resonance; reasoning; ¢¢ (vital disposition)
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