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Abstract: Excavated manuscripts reveal that, from the pre-Qin (i.e., before 221 BCE) period to the early Han dynasty (206 BCE—
220 CE), a sequence of the Eight Trigrams based on the order of the “parents-the youngest-the mid-the eldest (son and daughter)”
was widely in circulation. This sequence differs substantially from the “parents-the eldest-the mid-the youngest (son and daughter)”
sequence commonly found in the received tradition of Y7jing commentaries. These two different sequences of the Eight Trigrams also
gave rise to two different methods of deriving the sixty-four hexagrams through the combination of two trigrams. The formulation of
the “Heaven and Earth take their positions” passage in the Shuogua zhuan (Discussion of the Trigrams) deliberately alters the origi-
nal sequence of the Eight Trigrams based on the order of the “parents-the youngest-the mid-the eldest (son and daughter).” In doing
so, it establishes a clear correspondence between this sequence and the sequence of the sixty-four hexagrams in the received text of the
Zhouyi. From the Song (960— 1279) dynasty to the present, many scholars have maintained that the “Heaven and Earth take their po-
sitions” passage derives from the sequence of the so-called Former Heaven Eight Trigrams allegedly credited to Fuxi, the progenitor
of Chinese civilization. In fact, this view after all reverses the historical relationship: the so-called Former Heaven Sequence of the
Eight Trigrams was an invention of the Song scholars. In conjunction with the Shifa (Methods of Divination) chapter on the Tsinghua
Bamboo Slips, it can be seen that the “Later Heaven Position of the Eight Trigrams” implied in the “The d7 (the sovereign) emerges
in trigram Zhen == ” passage of the Shuogua zhuan does indeed represent a tradition of pre-Qin Y7 learning. Some scholars, both an-
cient and modern, have argued that this sequence of the Eight Trigrams was based on the theory of the producing cycle of the Five
Phases. A comparative analysis with the Shifa Chapter on Tsinghua bamboo slips, however, suggests that this argument is difficult to
sustain. It may therefore be inferred that adherence to the sequence of the Eight Trigrams based on the order of the “parents-the
youngest-the mid-the eldest (son and daughter)” was the fundamental prerequisite for the formation of the “Later Heaven” position ar-
rangement of the Eight Trigrams.

Key words: sequence of the Eight Trigrams; position of the Eight Trigrams of Former Heaven; position of the Eight Trigrams of

Later Heaven; Five Phases
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