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Viewing “New Liberal Arts Construction” and Issues of “Western Learning”
Resources from Perspective of “Neo-Confucian Philosophy”

HUANG Yushun
(Advanced Institute of Confucianism, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: The convergence of “New Liberal Arts” and “Confucian Philosophy” lies in “Neo-Confucian Philosophy.”
There are three different interpretations of “Neo-Confucian Philosophy,” namely the Neo-Confucianism of the Song and
Ming dynasties, the modern Neo-Confucianism of the 20th century, and the contemporary Neo-Confucianism of the 21st
century. All of them have undergone the transformation and development of traditional philosophy, which can be regarded
as a form of “New Liberal Arts Construction” in a certain sense. In terms of their academic resources, their commonality
is that they have all drawn from certain “Western Learning” resources. Specifically, the Neo-Confucianism of the Song
and Ming dynasties drew from Buddhist learning, which can be likened to “acquiring sutras from the West.” On the other
hand, contemporary Neo-Confucianism has absorbed Western philosophy, representing the influx of Western learning
into the East. Therefore, regarding the issue of ideological and academic resources, one of the fundamental principles of
“New Liberal Arts Construction” should be to actively assimilate “Western Learning” resources while maintaining
cultural subjectivity and “Chinese characteristics”.
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