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Tao, Li and Universal Transcendence
Shen Shunfu

Abstract: The natural existence of human beings is bred by heart, either the heart of temperament or the will of nature. This kind

of original heart often results in natural or private behaviors. In order to integrate the existence of man of nature into a unity, human be-

ings invent moral rules such as Tao in China. Moral rules regulate human beings’ behaviors through the form of rules and make human

beings an orderly unity. In order to defend moral rules, Li theorists have proposed the transcendental Li an proved the legitimacy of Tao.

The presence of Li transforms the naturalness of human beings into being transcendental , which is defined as transcendence in philoso-

phy. Through the universal existence formed by the universal Tao and the transcendent Li, human beings turn into moral beings from

natural beings. This transformation is universal transcendence, which after all depends on individual transcendence.

Key words:Tao; Li; transcendence; Confucianism
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