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The Rites Between the Poetry and the Music:A Study of Confucius’ Poetic Ethics
WANG Kun

Abstract: Confucius’ ethical thoughts is “poetic ethics” rather than “virtue ethics”, as can be seen in his
representative expression of “springing up in poetics, standing in rituals, and consummating in music”. The ethical
subject springs up in poetic expression of human love (ren’ai {7 ), establishes and abides by the ethical norms—
[i %L in accordance to the principle of righteousness and appropriateness (yi X ), and returns back to the emotion of
human love poetically in “merging into oneness in music”. It is in poetic ethics that the universality and historicity of
the ethical norms are established in naturally utterance of life emotion. Between poetics and music, the construction
of rituals is self-consummating in the emotion of human love.

Keywords: Confucius Poetic; Rituals; Music; Poetic Ethics

“Prayer is the Righteous Ritual”: Zhu Xi’s Disscussion Philosohical Basis and Spiritual Meaning
ZHANG Qingjiang

Abstract: With regard to “Zi Lu asking prayer for Confucius” in Analects, Chen Chun at first equated it with the practice
of folk beliefs of “being puzzled by monsters”, emphasizing the negation of its behavioral value from the perspective of
practical efficacy. However, under the guidance of Zhu Xi, he turned to accept the statement that “prayer is the righteous
ritual” and explained the existence and inevitability of prayer from the perspective of Heavenly principles, stressing
that the practice of this action is based on the practice of sincere beliefs. Under the interpretation of Zhu Xi, “prayer”,
as an intentional action for a specific object of belief, is a liturgical standard determined by the sage based on Heavenly
principles, which has a truthful basis for obtaining response in the cosmic order. It is on the premise of these fundamental
beliefs that the prayer person opens his life predicament to the Spirits, and obtains spiritual experience and meaning basis
of how to face their difficulties in this secular world. The practice and spiritual experience of Confucian prayer in life
can not only be viewed solely from a formal or secular perspective, but rather from the perspective of a primary belief
behavior, so as to better understand the role of divinity in Confucian life.

Keywords: Zhu Xi;Chen Chun;Prayer;Spiritual Experience

On the Difference between Ercheng’ and Zhuxi’s View of Tian Li( KXPf )
SHEN Shunfu

Abstract: The concept of Tian Li is a crucial one with both Ercheng’s and Zhuxi’s philosophy. The contents of
the two concepts are different. Within Ercheng’s theory, Tian refers to the Heaven. Tian nature and command are
of the heaven. Tian Li is the principle of the heaven or the universe. The view of heaven is a vewi of the universe.
According to Zhuxi, Tian refers either to the Heaven or its nature such as natural and self-sufficient. The connotation
of Tian Li illustrates the Li which possess such kind of natures other than the principle of heaven. The view of Tian
Li transformed into a metaphysics.

Keywords: Ercheng;Zhuxi;Heaven;Tian Li

Zhongyong’s View of Body from the Perspective of Comparative Philosophy
HUANG Tianyi

Abstract: The research on the philosophical view of body of The Doctrine of the Mean (Zhongyong) is generally
weak. This paper discusses the philosophical view of body of The Zhongyong from the perspective of comparative
philosophy. The paper demonstrates from the following three angles: First, the Zhongyong is rich in the content of
body view; Second, Zhongyong’s view of body can be established by comparing it with the traditional philosophical
theories of body and mind such as Confucianism and Daoism; Finally, the view of body of the Zhongyong can
dialogue with phenomenology, existentialism, etc. This paper illustrates that body in The Zhongyong has not only
the meaning of Confucian self-cultivation, but also has the political and philosophical meaning of protecting oneself,
respecting morality and loving people and things. Also, these two layers of meanings can have a rich and profound
philosophical dialogue in the field of comparative philosophy.

Keywords: Zhongyong;Body; Confucianism; Comparative Philosophy
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