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“nature” and inevitability” while critiquing the practice of “discussing the Dao in isolation from things.”
However, his theory encounters an internal tension: by maintaining both that the Dao remains absolutely
distant from human apprehension and that the cosmic order operates spontaneously, the logical coherence of
his critique becomes compromised. This paper draws upon Liu Xianxin’s critique of Zhang’s theory of the
Dao to reconcile the negative and affirmative dimensions of “nature,” thereby refining Zhang’s conceptual
framework. Through an analysis of his essay Yuandao, this study demonstrates how Zhang reappropriates
“nature” as the central concept of traditional thought and the supreme telos of civilization.

Key words: “All Six Classics Are History”’; Yuandao; Nature; Zhang Xuecheng; Liu Xianxin

On Tian Yu’s “Gen Bei” Study from the Perspective of Mind and Human Nature Studies
LIN Zhongjun

Abstract: Tian Yu’s “Genbei” study (mainly including the interpretations and connotations of the Gen
hexagram and related statements) falls within the domain of moral principles and philosophical connotations.
His theory of “Genbei” inherits the Chinese and Korean scholarly traditions on “Genbei” after the Song
Dynasty, integrating the thoughts of Zhou Dunyi, Cheng Yi, Zhu Xi, Li Huang, Li Er, and Song Shilie on mind
and human nature and Neo-Confucianism. He think that “Genbei” theory is a study of integrating heaven and
human through the unity of mind(Xin) and principle(Li) and apprehending principle through mind, a practice
of self-cultivation oriented toward the states of “unaroused” and “quiescence in predominance”, and a study of
a universally applicable and eternally valid truth. The issues discussed in Tian Yu’s “Genbei” study belong to
the important categories of mind and human nature studies during the Song and Ming dynasties. He elucidates
mind and human nature studies during the Song and Ming dynasties through the interpretation of the
hexagram “Gen” in Yi-ology. His academic contribution lies not only in inheriting Zhu Xi’s study on mind and
human nature, but more importantly, in combining the interpretation of the hexagram Gen in Yi-ology with
the mind and human nature studies during the Song and Ming dynasties, primarily centered around Zhu Xi,
to form his own unique Neo-Confucian thought. This represents the most significant theoretical elaboration of
both Yi-ology and the studies of mind and human nature in China, Korea, and indeed across all of East Asia.
Keywords: Tian Yu; the study of mind and human nature; “Genbei” study; the unity of mind(Xin) and
principle(Li); the practice of “quiescence in predominance”

Lee Su-gwang’s Perspective on the Philosophy of Mind:
Reflection and Integration by a Joseon Neo-Confucian Scholar
JIN Yongzhen

Abstract:Lee Su-gwang, a prominent thinker and statesman of the Joseon Dynasty, conducted a systematic
and profound analysis and critique of Wang Yangming’s Philosophy of Mind during a period of social turmoil
and ideological crisis. In addition to meticulously studying the internal logic of Yangming’s Philosophy
of Mind, he also assimilated the essence of Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucianism, criticized the vacuity prevalent
in contemporary study, and proposed practical academic initiatives. Lee Su-gwang’s ideas is not only an
innovative development of the Confucian tradition but also a deep reflection on Joseon Dynasty, highlighting
the delicate balance and creative integration between Confucianism and Philosophy of Mind. He placed
particular emphasis on inner cultivation and reflection, stressed the purity of one’s mind, and pursued the unity
of knowledge and practice. Through the practice of cultivating, stablilizing and exploring the mind-heart, he
revealed the ambition and values upheld by scholar-officials while showcasing his profound intellectual allure
as well as broad academic vision. Lee Su-gwang’s academic contributions have significantly promoted the
development of Confucianism in Joseon Dynasty, while injecting fresh vitality into East Asian culture.
Keywords: Lee Su-gwang; Wang Yangming’s Philosophy of Mind; Joseon Dynasty Pragmatism; East Asian
Confucianism; Practical Learning

The Image of Confucius and Cultural Conceptions in Paul Carus’s K’ung Fu Tze
MA Xiaozhou

Abstract: The German-American scholar Paul Carus first engaged with China through comparative studies
of Eastern and Western religions, before extending his inquiry to the reception and interpretation of Chinese
culture in the Western intellectual tradition. Adopting the formal framework of ancient Greek tragedy,
Carus composed the dramatic poem K ung Fu Tze, in which he presents an image of Confucius that differs
markedly from those commonly found in earlier Western sinological discourse. In this work, Confucius is
depicted as a tragic moral figure shaped by a conservative ethical orientation, with particular emphasis placed
on the tragic sublimity of his moral stance and historical predicament. Through this literary construction,
Carus reflects on broader cultural issues concerning China and the West, as well as the relationship between
historical tradition and modernity. By reworking the image of Confucius, he articulates a critical engagement
with conservative and authoritarian political tendencies, reassesses elements of Chinese ethical thought, and,
through comparative reflection, identifies shared concerns between Chinese and Western cultures, ultimately
advocating cross-cultural dialogue and integration.

Keywords: Paul Carus; K’ung Fu Tze; image of Confucius; moral hero; cultural criticism
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