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Abstract: Although Yu Yue’s (1821—1907) scholarship on the Changes is diffusive, there are many innovative opinions. His philo-
logical interpretation and emendation inherited Wang Niansun (1744—1832) and Wang Yinzhi’s (1766—1836) scholarship, his cre-
ative viewpoints of images and numbers were mostly influenced by Jiao Xun (1763—1820), and his expression of meanings and prin-
ciples was characterized by the features of the scholarship on the Gongyang zhuan (Gongyang’s Commentary on the Spring and Atu-
man Annals). Previous studies have not pointed out that his Y7 guan (A Consistent Interpretation of the Changes) imitated Jiao Xun’
s Yi tongshi (A Consistent Exegesis of the Changes). The interpretive idea of this book is to list the hexagrams with the same state-
ments one by one, and analyze their hexagram and line images and statement, in order to determine which image corresponds to each
character. This method of interpreting the Book of Changes, which takes lexical items as the starting point, may seem ingenious, but
in reality, it follows the old method of Jiao Xun. The theory of “changes under the circumstance of impasse” (Qiong tong bianhua lun
553 28 1K i8 ) is an image-numerological approach that has never become standard practice of interpreting scripture, and its position in
Yu Yue’s scholarship of Changes should not be overestimated. The only difference between the Qiong tong bianhua lun and Jiao Xun’
s “pang tong” (lateral linkage) theory lies in the different ways in which the two lines that in the response position of one hexagram si-
multaneously lose rectitude become correct. Yu Yue’s criticism of Jiao Xun comes from his selfish motive and is not based on a fair
and just view. The process of “hexagram changes” refers to the process of introducing the remaining sixty hexagrams by changing the
lines of two pairs of pang tong hexagrams in sequence according to specified rules. This theory has a grand scale and a strict system,
but in reality it is only a work for self-entertainment, and it is inevitably difficult to find a definitive interpretive rule to the Book of

Changes in this way. Yu Yue regards “Jiji” (Ferrying Complete) as the great meaning of the Book of Changes, embodying the ideal of

O [RIFEHAEBCCRE) AL PR, 198148, 55 689 T .
@  ARECPEE T ILIE) KA M A H A R TTEA R L2010 4F L 55 157 — 158 T
@ BWFAECTT )T E DR R ) RS A S BT, 20194E 10 A 26 H o A3 R A s .



JBA LR« 2023 5% 6 & 43

ultimate governance with all things in the world having correct position. He planned the direction of reform for the imperial court based
on the principle of using softness to overcome hardness and using clumsiness to control cleverness. However, his political views were
all clichés about addressing superficial symptoms rather than root causes. To eliminate internal and external troubles through this ap-
proach is like an unrealistic dream. This warns today’s philosophers not to ignore the boundaries of their knowledge and the thresholds
of their ability while exerting their hearts for practical application.

Key words: Yu Yue; Y7 guan; thorough changes; determined by Jiji; change; Jiao Xun
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