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Abstract: The rise of the concept “reverse interpretation” comes along with the background of our culture being colonized and the
right of speech belonging to the opposite side. Using the method of “reverse interpretation” to open questioning would always lead to
an inaccurate focus of the matter and now is the time to review and go beyond it. We should return again to the Chinese language it~
self, wake up the feel of Chinese language, trace to the source of the ancient Chinese and make the significance of Chinese manifest as
it is. Western alphabetic writing is centered on “speech”, attaches importance to logic and reason, using “to be” to talk about “being”.
Chinese characters take “existence” as the focus, pay attention to life, emotion and “sheng sheng” (producing and reproducing). As
far as the context of Changes-oriented philosophy is concerned, going back to existence itself means talking about “exist” from “be-
ing”, “living” from hexagram Zhun [ £, Birth Throes, 3]. “The consistency of existing and value” has preference over “the consis-
tency of thought and being”. Existence is not established statically, but is generated dynamically, and more important, it is humans
participating in the transformation and nourishment of Heaven and Earth. The theory of “three states of existence” is closely related to
“sheng sheng philosophy” conceived in the Yijing, which is different from Mu Zongsan’s “two states of existence”. “Sheng sheng phi-
losophy” of Yijing is a philosophy full of possibilities and development, emphasizing mutual growth, coexistence and co-prosperity.
The wisdom of “sheng sheng philosophy” will bring more reflections to modern and contemporary philosophy and step into philosophi-
cal conversations involving “mutual learning among civilizations”. From this, we can perceive sheng sheng, penetrate into existence,
activate illumination and embrace peace.

Key words: Yijing; sheng sheng; three states of existence; participating in the transformation and nourishment of

Heaven and Earth; existence



