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The Presence of the Classic of Changes in Treatises
on the History of Chinese Philosophy
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Abstract: In the treatises on the history of Chinese philosophy over the past hundred years,the Classic
of Changes has undergone a significant shift from absence to presence. This contrast in the early and late
versions derives from compilers’ divergent understandings of the nature of the Classic of Changes as well
as shifts in popular philosophical interests. Reflecting on the related discussions over the past hundred
years,the philosophical nature of the Classic of Changes should be fully recognized, especially the overall
significance of the Yi hexagram symbolic system and the value orientation demonstrated in the hexagram
and line statements. These aspects have long transcended divination and are deeply imbued with humanity,
ideativeness and philosophicality. The Classic of Changes is closely related to the ideological transforma-
tion during the Shang-Zhou transition,serving as a canonical representative of Zhou culture. Meanwhile, it
has deeply influenced the philosophy of the Hundred Schools that flourished during the Pre-Qin period—
such as Confucianism and Taoism—and has demonstrated continuity with the philosophy of the Yizhuan
(Commentaries on the Changes) ,making it a major philosophical classic of the pre-Hundred Schools era.
Among surviving early Chinese canons,the Classic o f Changes should be widely confirmed not only for its
fundamental and original status of Chinese philosophy but also for its opening position in the history of

Chinese philosophy.
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