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Abstract: After turning to Marxism in the 1950s, Liang Shuming’s (1893—1988) modern reconstruction of Confucian ren (benevo-
lence or humaneness) theory simultaneously constituted a process of integrating Confucianism with Marxism. Not only did he criticize
modern bourgeois society as being “cognitive but not benevolent, ” but also characterized the Marxist communist society as one that is
“both benevolent and cognitive.” In doing so, Liang effectively constructed a form of “critical theory based on ren.” He sought to in-
troduce Marxism into Confucianism in order to enable traditional Confucian thought—long characterized by an overemphasis on ren or
moral sentiment—to achieve intellectual and material development. In this way, the advancement of productivity and the enrichment
of material wealth could provide the material foundation for realizing a state of ren understood as “unity of empathic connection.” At
the same time, Liang introduced Confucian ren into Marxism, envisioning a “ritual and music society” as the cultural foundation for
building a socialist society in China. Although Liang Shuming’s late-period “ren-based critical theory” placed greater emphasis on cul-
tural renewal rather than economic transformation, and although its theoretical basis for integrating Confucianism and Marxism lay in
Confucian ren rather than historical materialism, his theoretical endeavor nevertheless offers important insights for the contemporary
pursuit of the “Second Integration” of Marxism with Chinese traditional culture.

Key words : Liang Shuming; Confucianism; ren studies; critical theory; Marxism
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