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Abstracts and Key Words

¢ Reconsideration on “The Highest Good”: A Response to an Academic Criticism YANG Zebo

Abstract: The two major steps taken by Mou Zongsan in solving the problem of the highest good are the
“guijuedeji” and the “Vertical Interpretation of Vertical Relationships” . These two steps have internal flaws, and
what can be achieved is only “moral happiness” rather than the “material happiness” demanded by Kant. Mou’s
self-assessment that he has “achieved a complete and real solution to the problem of the highest good” is not
accurate. The later emphasized that Mou Zongsan was “the highest good of the round religion” . While Kant was
“the highest good of the consistency of virtue and happiness” and “the highest good of the ethical community” .
and this kind of defense could not change the basic fact that Mou Zongsan failed to solve the problem of the
highest good of Kant’s meaning. There is a difference between a broad and a narrow sense of the highest good.
The broad sense of the highest good includes the issue of social system, while the narrow sense of the highest
good only belongs to the ethical and moral level. “The highest good of the ethical community” is in the broad
sense, Mou Zongsan’s discussion of the highest good is mainly in the narrow sense. While the broad sense of
the highest good is certainly meaningful, it cannot be assumed that the narrow sense of the highest good can be
completely solved. Mou Zongsan uses “infinite mind” as a substitute of God to solve the problem of the highest
good implies the good intention of freeing oneself from religion, but if one fails to face up to its intrinsic value,
and reintroduces “heaven” as the ultimate guarantee for the realization of the highest good, it will inevitably lead
to a great retrogression in the doctrine.

Key words: the highest good; Kant; Mou Zongsan; guijuedeji; vertical interpretation of vertical relationships

e How to View Confucian “The Highest Good” of “Existence of Things Follows Mind”?
CHEN Yingnian
Abstract: Mou Zongsan’s “Theory of the Highest Good” is indeed most appealing in terms of “spiritual
happiness”, but the structure of its discussion can only include “material happiness” in the broad sense of the
term. By distinguishing between the broad and narrow sense of the perfect good, and emphasizing that what
Mou’s Confucian “the highest good” can achieve is only “spiritual happiness”, not the “material happiness”
demanded by Kant, it expresses and emphasizes in an extreme form the fact that there is a tension between the
theme and structure of Mou’s Confucianism, bringing to the forefront the task of judging Mou Zongsan himself.
While the narrow sense of the perfect good emphasizes either “spiritual happiness” or “material happiness”,
and has a moral dimension, an intellectual dimension, or a social system dimension, the broad sense of the
perfect good can only be the intermingling of all the narrow sense of the highest good. If “material happiness” is
understood as “bottom” and “spiritual happiness” as “top”. We can find that Mou’s works in different periods of
time have the same “top-down” and “bottom-up” double-line reciprocating cyclic structure, that is, the so-called
“typical open cross with no gaps”. Therefore, the different themes indicate a certain emphasis or sequence,
rather than splits or mistakes. Mou Zongsan either focuses on science, politics, experience, and achievement,
etc., and voluntarily has a pedantic, mediocre and pyrotechnic atmosphere, and speaks of morality in “bottom-
up” ; or emphasizes morality, spirituality, transcendence, mind and nature, etc., and brings with him a masculine,

upright and immortal atmosphere, and speaks of life in “top-down” . Only when both of them penetrate into each
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