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Shao Yong’s New Thinking on Yi Studies and His Refinement
on the Spirit of the Subjectivity

Wang Xinchun

Shao Yong of the Song Dynasty, through a novel perspective on Yi studies, not only reveals the
interconnectedness of the creation and the life of human beings, but also illustrates the rhythm of reality. He
articulates the transformation of the Dao from Tai-Chi creation to all things in the heaven and earth, and then
fosters a realization that bridges all things and human beings. In this way, the humanity represents the
pinnacle of the transformation of Dao and each individual can attain the highest expression of the principle of
Dao. From another perspective, a scholar’s life, embodying a transformative journey from the ordinary to the
sacred, can be considered as a model of the actulization of the humanity, for which the consciousness of the
value of one’s life and its responsibility are vital Three Powers(i e. , Heaven, Earth and People) so that he
can embrace his responsibilities for others, in order to embrace one’s responsibilities and to strive toward an
ideal state of life. In sum, Shao Yong deepens the understanding of the Three Powers in Yi studies, and

encapsulates the profound spirit of the subjectivity.

Auslegung (Interpretation) and Erklirung ( Explanation) .
A Case Study of the Conceptual History

Hong Handing

The key concepts of contemporary philosophical hermeneutics—Auslegung (interpretation) and Erklirung
(explanation ) —can be analyzed both horizontally and vertically. Horizontally, they mark a distinction
between the humanistic and spiritual sciences, with the natural sciences, echoing Dilthey’s assertion: “We
explain nature; we understand the life of the mind. ” Vertically, by examining the three stages in the
development of the concept of interpretation—Auslegung, Erklirung, and Auslegung—we explore how
contemporary hermeneutics aligns with Marx’s imperative that philosophers should not only explain but also
change the world. In order to effectively engage in the transformative action of “changing the world,”
contemporary China must simultaneously cultivate the strength, ability, and discourse power which are

necessary for “interpreting the world. ”



