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realize national independence. Rousseau’s theory of people’s treaty became his weapon to carry out his
ideological “revolution”, which was completely different from the violent revolution called for by the
revolutionaries. After the Boxer Incident, Liang Qichao clearly saw that it was impossible for the Qing Court
to discern the general trend and give power to the people, so he called for military destruction and
revolution. But his call for destruction and revolution, in order to create revolutionary public opinion, and
to force the Qing Government to establish a constitution, was a so-called “revolution” to promote
“constitution”. After his return from the United States, Liang Qichao abandoned the word revolution and
bid farewell to the republic. The primary reason was that he felt that the development of the revolutionary
situation had deviated from his original intention of promoting constitution by revolution. The mail line of
Liang Qichao’s thoughts running through the progress of fearing, calling out and rejecting revolution was his

constant pursuit of constitutional politics.

Liang Qichao’s Achievements in Uniting and Leading the Overseas Chinese During the Changing Era
in the Late Qing Dynasty from the Perspective of His Exile Li Xifei, Wu Jie

Sun Yat-sen, the leader of the Revolutionaries, once stated that “overseas Chinese are the mother of
the revolution”. By making such a statement, Sun Yat-sen affirmed the contribution which the overseas
Chinese made to the overthrowing of the Qing Dynasty and the establishment of the Republican China. As
one of the most influential leaders of the reformism and a disciple of Kang Youwei, Liang Qichao had done
a lot of pioneering work in jointly educating overseas Chinese, founding transnational Chinese-royalist
organizations, and even coordinating the republican revolution in China. During his 14 years’ exile from
China, he kept fighting for his ideal indomitably. Besides editing journals, running schools and publishing
houses in Japan to cultivate the “new people” for his motherland, he also traveled to Honolulu, Australia
and America to promote the reformist thoughts while seeking supporters and allies of the Chinese-royalists
and raising funds for the uprising to the rescue of the emperor against the conservative figures in the Qing
Court. Liang Qichao had built a strong connection with overseas Chinese worldwide through all these tasks.
Such experience then became the foundation for him in convening the National Protection Movement and
safeguarding the fruits of the 1911 Revolution with the strength of overseas Chinese after his return to China.
Based on the relevant documents, this paper reviews Liang Qichao’s experiences during his exile in Japan
and his visits to Honolulu, Australia and America and attempts to re-discover the role he played in uniting
and leading overseas Chinese, especially those who were from the area of Guangfu, during the changing era

of the late Qing Dynasty.

The Boundary Between Confucianism and Legalism: Confucius’ Criticism of Guan Zhong
Huang Yushun
Confucius said Guan Zhong “looks like the benevolent” , which means according to the explanations of
Mencius, Xunzi and Zhu Xi, that Guan Zhong was not really “benevolent” , but “dominating that pretends
benevolence with strength”. This is an understanding that conforms to Confucius’s original meaning.
Therefore, Confucius criticized Guan Zhong for ignorance of the norms. His criticism of Guan Zhong focused
on the relationship between benevolence (ren) ( universal love) and norms (li) ( institution ) ;

“benevolence is to restrain oneself and comply with the norms” means that “norm” is a necessary condition
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for “ benevolence ”. And “ how can one treat norms correctly without benevolence” means that

“benevolence” is also a necessary condition for “norm”. Therefore, from Guan Zhong's ignorance of the
norms, it is inevitable to infer that Guan Zhong did not know benevolence; vice versa, it is inevitable to
infer from Guan Zhong's looked like the benevolent (not true benevolence) that Guan Zhong “did not know
the norms”. Confucius did not mean that Guan Zhong did not carry out the construction of institution, but
that he did not understand the principles of institutional ethics, so what he constructed was not the
Confucian “system of the Zhou Dynasty” advocated by Confucius, but the legalist “system of the Qin
Dynasty”. The history of the relationship between Confucianism and Legalism could be roughly outlined in
this way: the opposition between Confucianism and Legalism in Confucius and Mencius Era; the confluence
of Confucianism and Legalism in the imperial era; and the expectable separation of Confucianism and

Legalism again in the future.

Follow the Nature of Life——The Core Pursuit and Overall Grasp of the Thought of Zhuangzi
Qi Zhixiang
On the basis of the theories of the various schools in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring
States Period, Zhuangzi inherited Laozi’s theory and criticized the theories of Confucius and Mohism. He
made a unique interpretation and definition of morality and goodness, the core that people should conform to
the nature of life, that is, the way of self-cultivation. He put forward the requirements of perfecting
morality, cultivating body and mind, and the ideal of being a gentleman, that is, the method of governing
the country. He put forward the basic principles of the monarch’s way of doing nothing and the minister’s
way of doing something, and the appearance of an ideal society. In terms of methodology, he agreed that
people adapt to their own nature, and on the basis of recognizing the relativity of right and wrong, he
emphasized that inaction is the greatest moral good in the world. In a word, the theory of Zhuangzi is the

most perfect theory among the hundred schools of thought.

The Imagery and Significance of Guo Xiang’s “Self-transformation in the Realm of Xuan-ming”
Wang Xiaoyi
From text to image with the method of Debate Between Words and Meaning of metaphysics in the Wei
and Jin dynasties, the original meaning of Guo Xiang’s self-transformation in the realm of xuan-ming could
be regarded as followings: each of the individual motions and changes according to it-self nature, which was
called Du-hua( Self-transformation) ;and the phenomenal world, infinitely complicated and ever-changing,
was formed by the relationship network interweaving of countless individual motions. If we probe into the
ultimate motivation of its motions and changes, whether from the outside or from the inside, we will face a
vague scene, which was called Xuan-ming or the Realm of Xuan-ming. From the perspective of Ben-mo and
Ti-Yong thoughts, the aggregation of the personality of all things could be regarded as the ontology of the
phenomenal world, so Guo Xiang’s thought could be called nature ontology. The purpose of Guo Xiang’s
idea was to deny the theory of Destiny (the origin of the universe) and the Divine right of the king, and
took the needs of human nature as the basis of the social system, so as to identify the principal political
position of the people, and laid a philosophical foundation for the theory and practice of autonomy of

scholarly society in the Wei and Jin dynasties.
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