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Abstract: Benevolence (ren) is the core concept of Confucianism. Early Confucianism interpreted benevolence through sheng (pro-
ducing), and benevolence is the Dao of human beings. Han Confucians began to interpret benevolence through sheng (producing) ; be-
nevolence means sheng sheng (producing and reproducing) , sheng sheng is the Dao of heaven, and benevolence is the Dao of heaven.
Song Confucians interpreted benevolence through communication, and all things in the world became a living entity due to the connec-
tion of benevolence. Human beings became part of an integrated organism, and the love of humanity and the production (sheng) of the
Dao of heaven were integrated. The benevolence of sheng sheng highlights the survival of living beings. Survival is the way of exis-
tence of “living beings”, and interpreting humans through sheng is interpreting humans through objects, and humans are “living be-
ings”. Humanity and materiality therefore lose their distinction. Unlike early Confucianism, Neo-Confucianism believed that benevo-
lence not only gave birth, but also contained heavenly principles. The set of heavenly principles in humans is nature. The transcendent
nature or principle determines the nature of human existence. This transcendental principle is a product of human rational activities;
that is, the soul finds the dominant principle in specific activities, namely “things”, and realizes the unity of mind and principle. Natu-
ral behavior transforms into transcendental behavior. This transformation to transcendence depends not only on universal principles,
but also on autonomous individual activities. People in the traditional perspective of benevolence are only living beings. Therefore, we
should step out of the barriers in our study of benevolence.
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