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experiences, transcending abstract universality by generating commonality, and then
move from commonality to community, from the small world of human beings to the
great world of all things under Heaven.

The Concept of “Value of Original Meaning” in Chinese Philosophy and Its Structural
Levels Li Jinglin « 173 »

Chinese philosophy constructs its metaphysical system through the realization of
Being, a value that unifies the principle of“affirmation” and “should,” which can be
referred to as “value of the original meaning.” This concept encompasses three
connotative levels: affirmation of the inherent value of things; the existence or value
realization of human consciousness and righteousness; and achievement of unity with
the surrounding world based on the concept of “cultivating things through self-
cultivation, ” thus realizing the inherent value and meaning of both things and self.
Chinese philosophy understands the significance of Being or value within the
framework of “heaven and man” rather than “subject and object.” It develops
primitive relations with the surrounding world by means of modal understanding
rather than objective cognition. The mind-object or object-self relationship within this
selfhoodness” of the existence or

)

«

“heaven and man” framework is premised on the
value of objects, demonstrating a unity of “self-cultivation” and “mutual cultivation.’
The concept of “value of original meaning” in Chinese philosophy has immense
theoretical implications for addressing the values and relativistic values resulting from
the subjects’ unilateral imposition of meaning onto objects in modern society.

The “One Source, Two Streams” Theory: A Reevaluation of the Development Lineage of
Confucianism Based on the Trichotomy Method Yang Zebo + 190

The trichotomy of Confucianism, a method originating from the analysis of
Confucius’ thought structure, divides the elements related to the attainment virtue
and goodness into three parts: intellectuality, desirability, and benevolence. This
method breaks free from the constraints of the Western dichotomy of rationality and
sensibility. In terms of moral practice, from the perspective of trichotomy, the
phenomenon of “one source, two streams” exists within the development of
Confucianism. “One source” refers to Confucius, whose thought is characterized by
the trichotomous structure of intellect, desire and benevolence. “Two streams”
refers to the stream of benevolence and the stream of intellect derived from this “one
source,” the former represented by Mencius and subsequently by the philosophy of
mind, the latter represented by Xunzi and subsequently by the philosophy of
principle. Both streams boast contributions and admit shortcomings. The
establishment of the trichotomy method not only facilitates the integration of the two
streams, constructing a theoretical model in which both benevolence and
intellectuality, and ethics and morality coexist, but also allows us to contribute the
unique wisdom of Confucianism to addressing many new problems faced by
humanity, with the dialectical correlation between intellectuality and benevolence as
the axis.

* 208 -



