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Viewirny the qaality of Ziiouyi according to the contents of
the remarks affiliated to the hexagrams and lines

LIU Bao-zhen
(Center for Zhouyi & Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: According to the forms and contents. the remarks affiliated to the hexagrams and lines of Zhouyt can
be classified into three types: (1) directly accounting the charges of advantageousness or disadvantageousness;
(2) accounting divinations by images; and (3) purely accounting events without any charge. So far as the qual-
ity is concerned, Yi jing is like a book of calendar. The line of a hexagram represents calendar of a day and
corresponds to case (1). The second case mainly accounts some taboos, some of which should relate to the
divination for actions in a day. The third case is comparably complicated because some of the remarks should
be attributed to imperative sentences and indicate the subject ought to do some things during the days the lines
correspond to, some account the deeds and achievements of some celebrated figures for later generations to
draw reference during certain days and period of time, some might be uncompleted programs,
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