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“Qiwu” ; From Shen Dao to Zhuang Zi

Wang Yubin

Abstract ; There were both formal similarities and fundamental ideological differences between the “giving primacy to equalizing all

things” advocated by Shen Dao and Zhuang Zi’ s On the Equality of Things. In Shen Dao’ s view, the universal and holistic Dao is the

root of the “unity of things”. In terms of political construction, Shen Dao used the objective “law” to define the connotation of the a-

bove—mentioned Dao. At the same time, Shen Dao also advocated achieving an ideal way of existence without morality and knowledge

by “removing oneself”. Compared with Shen Dao’ s “horizontal and controlled Qiwu” , On the Equality of Things takes “Dao is open to

all things and makes them form a oneness” as the main point, which we can call “vertical and accessible Qiwu”. In Zhuang Zi’ s view,

Dao is not the identity essence or ontology of dissolving differences and unifying plurality like Shen Dao, but a“Datong” realm that al-

lows all things of difference and plurality to coexist equally and achieve themselves. The so—called “I lose myself” does not mean de-

stroying the wisdom and spirituality of the subject, but returning to the “suitable for oneself” through the experience of Dao.

Key words: Qiwu; Shen Dao; Zhuang Zi; On the Equality of Things
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