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Chinese-style Education Modernization: Connotation, Problems and Pathways (90)
Ji Chengjun', Mo Xiaolan®, Zhu Yixuan®, Zhou Haiyun®
(1&3. China Educational Modernization Institute , 2. Jing Hengyi School of Education, Hangzhou Normal
University, Hangzhou 310018 4. College of Further Education, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou
310012)

Abstract. Chinese—style education modernization is a natural extension and inevitable demand of Chi-
nese—style modernization in the field of education. It is a comprehensive transformation movement and a dy-
namic development process for Chinese education to approach the advanced level worldwide. In addition to
referring to internationally recognized evaluation indicators, the evaluation standards of Chinese—style educa-
tion modernization should also be based on the specificity of Chinese education. It focuses on the “people—ori-
ented” perspective and emphasizes the satisfaction and sense of gain of the masses. There are outstanding
problems in the modernization of education in China, such as large class sizes, lower years of education per
capita, lower proportion of people with higher education than other developed countries, insufficient and un-
balanced development of education, and lack of tailored education for disadvantaged groups. In promoting
the modernization of Chinese—style education, it is necessary to adhere to the methodological paths of inde-
pendence and openness, cooperation and shared prosperity, monitoring and evaluation.

Key words: Chinese—style modernization; education modernization; Chinese—style education modern-
1zation

An Empirical Study on the Implementation and Effectiveness of “Strengthening Basic Disciplines Plan”
——From the Perspectives of Policy Innovation and Implementation (98)
Zhao Teng, Su Qiang
(Zhejiang A cademy of Higher Education, Hangzhou Dianzi University, Hangzhou 310018)
Abstract: From the perspectives of policy innovation and implementation, using the government’s poli-
cy document of Strengthening Basic Disciplines Plan (SBDP), college admission documents and admission
scores, this study adopted a mixed analysis method including both qualitative and quantitative methods to
systematically evaluate the implementation of the SBDP. The results showed that the discretion was the key
variable in differentiating the cognition and action of the SBDP among different colleges and universities,
which was embodied in the differences between the policy expectation and actual effect, as well as the dif-
ferences among different executive bodies. Compared with the previous Independent Enrollment Policy, the
SBDP has distinctive characteristics in the aspect of selection and cultivation, especially in its characteris-
tic, high—end, international, and compound cultivation modes. Different provinces had differences in the
minimum admission scores between the SBDP and the College Entrance Examination, and it may be unlikely
to accurately judge the quality of SBDP students. In the long run, the SBDP needs to be optimized in terms
of policy innovation, policy implementation and policy evaluation, clarifies the functional boundaries and re-
sponsibilities of the government and universities, and improves the admission ways, assessments content and
forms, to enhance the pertinence and effectiveness of the policy.
Key words: SBDP; policy evaluation; content analysis; policy innovation; policy implementation

Philosophical Essence of “Heart—Nature” in Traditional Confucianism :
A Review of Meng Peiyuan’s “Chinese Theory of Heart Nature” (106)
Huang Yushun
(Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies , Shandong University, Jinan 250100)

Abstract: In the 1980s, Meng Peiyuan proposed the “Chinese Theory of Heart Nature”, which classi-
fied Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism in traditional Chinese philosophy as “the theory of heart nature”.
This is an original perspective, which not only summarizes the commonalities of the heart nature theories of
various schools, but also emphasizes the characteristics of heart nature theories of Confucianism. “The Chi-
nese Theory of Heart Nature” is the product of the “Emotional Reason School” in contemporary philosophy, in-
volving Feng Youlan’s “New Confucianism”, Meng Peiyuan’s “Emotional Confucianism”, Huang Yushun’s
“Life Confucianism”, and “Free Confucianism”, “Spirit Confucianism” and so on. However, for Meng Peiyuan’s
emotional Confucianism, the “Chinese Theory of Heart Nature” is actually just an early transitional concept.
The traditional theory of heart nature is not the thought of all Confucian schools, let alone Confucianism of
Confucius and Mencius, but rather a philosophical construction of Neo—Confucianism in the Song and Ming
dynasties. Its philosophical essence belongs to the subjective philosophy of traditional ontology, so it is nec-
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essary to accept the reflection of the forefront of contemporary philosophical thought, namely, to accept the

inquiry of “why subjectivity is possible”. Therefore, the contemporary transformation of the heart nature the-

ory means deconstructing the old theory of heart nature, tracing back to the life situation of pre subjectivity,

and thus reconstructing subjectivity and its heart nature, especially the individual subjectivity of modernity.
Key words: Chinese theory of heart nature; heart nature; Confucianism; philosophical essence

Cheng Yi’s Comments on Cheng Hao: The only Inheritor
of Confucian Doctrine after Confucius and Mencius (113)
He Jing
(Center for Philosophy and Chinese Studies, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211)

Abstract: In the viewpoint of Cheng Yi (philosopher), despite of Han Yu’s proposal of Confucian or-
thodoxy, the Confucian doctrine he expounded still stayed at the physical level, which was insufficient to
compete with the metaphysical speculation level of Buddhism and Taoism. Zhou Dunyi, Shao Yong, and
Zhang Zai all learned from the speculation in Buddhism and Taoism to reshape Confucian ethics, but Zhou’s
Theory of Sincerity was just a Value ontology, which had not yet risen to the ontology of the Universe. Shao
Yong and Zhang Zai regarded Confucian morality as the attribute of Tao noumenon or Qi noumenon respec-
tively, but not the noumenon itself. Considering the Confucian doctrine had been thereby patronized,
philosophers like Han Yu, Zhou Dunyi, Shao Yong and Zhang Zai were incapable of being real inheritors of
Confucian orthodoxy in a complete sense. On the contrary, based on Confucianism, Cheng Hao borrowed the
speculation in Buddhism and Taoism and insisted on regarding Confucian ethics as the ontology of the Uni-
verse. In favour of Li ontology and Mind ontology, Cheng discussed Taoism with Heavenly Principles, which
had epoch—making significance in the history of Confucian orthodoxy and the development history of Chinese
philosophy. He also advocated benevolence, the integration of all things, inner sageliness and outer kingli-
ness, and initially completed his historical mission of fighting against Buddhism and Taoism and reviving the
Confucianism doctrine. Therefore, he was deemed as the only inheritor of the Confucian doctrine after Men-
cius by contemporaries like Cheng Yi.

Key words: Cheng Yi; Cheng Hao; Confucian orthodoxy; the only inheritor

Academia and Politics: Zhang Taiyan’s View on Mencius’ Philosophy
from A Dual Perspective (119)
Wang Xiaojie
(Shaanxt Academy of Social Sciences, Xi’an 710065)

Abstract: In modern China, against the background of the trend of Western learning, how to reorga-
nize traditional cultural resources to resist the invasion of Western learning was a common problem faced by
intellectuals. To prioritize Xunzi and downplay Mencius is Zhang Taiyan’s overall stance in studying pre—Qin
Zi Xue, which highlights his practical concerns for the world. Constrained by the social reality of poverty and
weakness in modern China, Zhang Taiyan believes that Mencius’ approach of using morality to intervene in
real politics is too idealistic to effectively address the problems of real politics, while Xunzi’s political gov-
ernance ideas are realistic, rational, and effective. So compared to other scholars, Zhang Taiyan’s research
on Mencius’ philosophy is comparatively weak. Nevertheless, Zhang Taiyan interprets Mencius’ theory of
human nature through Buddhism and explains the Mencius’ proposition “All Are for Myself” through the Bud-
dhist heretical concept of “Shen Wo”, which vividly demonstrates his unique research approaches and aca-
demic characteristics among modern scholars. As a representative figure of modern intellectuals with dual i-
dentities, Zhang Taiyan’s perspectives on academic and political issues are always intertwined, resulting in
a certain degree of contradictions between his words.

Key words: academia and politics; Zhang Taiyan; interpreting Mencius’ philosophy through Bud-
dhism; view of Mencius’ philosophy.

On the Characteristics of Scientific Thinking of Yangming’s Mind—heart Theory (128)
Wang Yu
(Zhejiang A cademy of Social Sciences , Hangzhou 310007)
Abstract: Due to Wang Yangming’s advocacy of ’Li outside the mind’, it is generally believed that he
lacks interest in knowledge of the objective world. In fact, the ultimate concern of Yangming’s mind—heart
theory still lies in understanding the objective world and human society, and a correct understanding of the
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