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prudent deliberation over desires. Hagen’s interpretation exhibits a distinct Humean tendency, emphasizing desire as the
fundamental motivation for action. Consequently, his theory encounters difficulties when explaining concepts in Xunzi’s
thought such as “mind’s approve” and “approving the Way”. The overall framework of Xunzi’s thought prioritizes rational
cognition, and his theory of moral motivation is in fact closer to a “cognition-belief” centered model, it emphasizes that the
mind's affirmation of the Dao itself possesses the power to motivate action, rather than relying on desire-driven prudential
calculation.

Keywords: Kurtis Hagen; Xunzi; desire; motivational transformation

Differentiation Between Lines and Images: Yao Peizhong’s Theory of Line-Transformation in the Study of the Yijing
ZHANG Kebin; ZHANG Xin

Abstract: Yao Peizhong (1792-1844) adheres to the tradition of interpreting hexagrams with qi (material force) and
interpreting qi with numbers, and divides line image into two parts, The image refers to the symbol of yin and yang, and
the line refers to the numerical naming of nine and six. The same position of the image could be“changed”to the same
position of the line, and the line can be further “transformed”and connected to yin and yang. The differentiation of lines
and images essentially distinguishes the changing and unchanging meanings contained in the yin and yang symbols in
the text. The unchanging meanings are assigned to the images and the changing meanings are assigned to the lines, so
that the two meanings of “overlapping”and“intersecting” have independent referents, avoiding mutual obscuration. Yijing
has also been integrated with divination in a new form. The changes of lines used as a method to interpret Yijing not
only highlight the interpretive characteristics of flexibility, dynamic, and strong comprehensiveness, but also reflect the
law of quantitative and qualitative changes in the form of symbols, reveal the dual nature of the power of creation of qi,
highlighting the vitality possessed by people living in the world of creation, full of profound philosophical implications.
Keywords: Yao Peizhong; line-transformation; changing meaning;unchanging meaning

A Critical Interpretation: Innovative Developments in Japanese Confucianism
WANG Wanxia

Abstract: Against the backdrop of stable socio-political development in early modern Japan, Edo-period scholars affiliated
with the kogaku (Ancient Meaning School) spearheaded the reconstruction of Confucianism by aligning it with indigenous
culture and national conditions. Rejecting the Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism as a direct continuation of Confucius and
Mencius, they instead turned to classical Confucianism as a normative foundation and critically reinterpreted the Lianxi
School (the thought of Zhou Dunyi), which they identified as the origin of Song learning. Anchoring their critique in
Zhou’s writings, his intellectual lineage from the Cheng brothers, and Zhu Xi’s interpretations, these scholars re-evaluated
Confucian transmission in terms of textual innovation, ideological succession, and scholarly genealogy. They aimed to
reconstruct a Japanese Confucian canon in line with classical Chinese Confucianism.By denying that the Taiji Diagram
originated from Zhou Dunyi—arguing instead that it stemmed from Daoist and Buddhist sources—they accused Zhou
of deviating from the authentic teachings of Confucius and Mencius. They further questioned the legitimacy of his
transmission through the Cheng brothers and criticized Zhu Xi’s interpretation as a distortion, seeking to dissolve the
Song dynasty's philosophical orthodoxy through a process of “de-Zhu-Xi-ization.” While their critical hermeneutics may
appear reactionary or self-serving, they in fact opened new directions for Japanese Confucian thought. Although they did
not establish an independent and original Japanese Confucian system, their efforts significantly advanced the localization
and autonomy of Japanese Confucianism at a time when it lagged behind in East Asia. This historical experience offers
valuable methodological insights for contemporary China in developing new forms of civilization.

Keywords: Zhou Dunyi; Lianxi school; Japanese Confucianism; kogaku School; hermeneutics

Deep and Persistent Efforts Yield Lasting and Great Achievements:
A Glimpse into the Methods and Distinctive Features of Chen Lai’s Study of Zhu Xi’s Philosophy
XU Jiaxing

Abstract: Chen Lai’s study of Zhu Xi’s philosophy places special emphasis on dedicated effort, making exemplary
contributions in areas such as textual research, philosophical analysis, literary expression, and academic rigor. Chen
Lai highly values the expertise, academic, and professionalism of research, opposing the trend of superficiality, shallow
and grafting. The methods of textual research, analysis, and comparison employed in his study of Zhu Xi’s philosophy
inherently in line with the academic pursuit of objectively interpreting Zhu Xi’s philosophy. Chen Lai’s research exhibits
a plain and rigorous academic style, the formation of which is grounded in deep immersion efforts. His outstanding
achievements, which surpass those of his predecessors, demonstrate that only through deep immersion efforts can ensure
the enduring and expansive development of academic.

Keywords: Chen Lai; study of Zhu Xi’s philosophy; deep and persistent efforts; lainness and rigor
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