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Abstract: After Yi zhuan (Commentaries on the Changes) and Wang Bi’s (226—249) Annotation to the Zhouyi, Cheng Yi (1033 —
1107) systematically elucidated the meaning of timeliness in the Yijing, successfully contributing a constructive interpretation based
on the context related to timeliness, and fully revealing the core meaning of the Changes. In his opinion, the first step in learning the
Changes is to understand the context of time situation of the hexagrams, understand the significance, function and their importance of
the current situation containing in hexagrams, and propose corresponding measures to respond in order to achieve the ideal goals or vi-
sions; Everyone can be related to the Changes, learn and apply it flexibly to their own situation, follow the sages’ adaptation to timeli-
ness, and strive towards the life of sages, fulfilling the personal subjective responsibility of the country and the world. From this,
Cheng Yi activated the vivid and practical dimension of the Changes, laying a solid foundation for constructing a new ideological dis-
course system facing reality based on classics, revitalizing and deepening the sages’ teachings, and guiding life, which is worth re-
sponding to and transforming in the process of building modern civilization of the Chinese nation.
Key words: Cheng Yi; meaning of timeliness; context of time situation; understand the time and current situation; per-

sonal subjective responsibility ; sages’ adaptation to timeliness
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