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Abstract: The thinking mode of the Zhouyi is not the so-called “image thinking”, but rather “mimetic thinking”. The basic text of the
Zhouwyi itself contains no reference to the term “image”. In the Yizhuan, “image” has two distinct meanings: first, phenomenon (con-
cluding natural and social phenomena) ; and second, Y7 images (concluding trigram images, hexagram images, and line images).
The Yi images come from the process of “observing images to draw trigrams and hexagrams” WL %2 % £k . “Observing images” in-
volves the observation of phenomena, belonging to the realm of perceptual cognition, whereas “drawing trigrams and hexagrams” en-
tails the creation of symbolic Y7 images, belonging to rational cognition—that is, mimetic thinking. The mimetic thinking of the
Zhouyi consists of two stages. The first is induction: from concrete observed phenomena, images are abstracted to form the Y7 im-
ages—this 1s the making of the Zhowyi. The second is deduction: from these abstract Y7 images, images are applied back to specific
phenomena—this is the use of the Zhouyi. Hence, mimetic thinking is essentially a form of analogical thinking, in which perceptual
phenomena are simulated within rational cognition. It projects the inductive results obtained from one kind of phenomena (the Y7 im-
ages) onto another kind of phenomena through deductive reasoning. Evidently, this mode of thinking accords with the general cogni-
tive pattern of “induction-deduction”, and therefore is not an independent form of thought. Its distinction from scientific thinking lies
not in form but in content, especially in its a priori presuppositions. The reason the Zhouyi adopts such a mode of thought is that,
within the conceptual framework of its time, all phenomena were regarded as manifestations of divine or Supreme Being’s will. The
sage, perceiving these manifestations, apprehended their meaning and thereby created the Yi images to guide human affairs. The con-
crete means of implementing such guidance was the practice of divination through milfoil stalks.

Key words : the Book of Changes; induction and deduction; mimetic images; image; phenomenon; Y7 images; epistemology
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