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Abstract: Zhou Dunyi’s (1017—1073) Taiji Diagram Cincluding An Explanation of Taiji Diagram) inherits interpretations of the
Yijing from the Han— Tang (206 BCE—907 CE) while introducing new insights. It was highly esteemed by Neo-Confucians of the
Song—Ming (960—1644) dynasties. However, those who have interpreted its philosophical ideas have mostly based their discus-
sions on An Explanation of Taiji Diagram, with very few undertaking specialized studies of the diagram’ s iconographic meaning.
The significance of An Explanation of Taiji Diagram is undeniable, yet the diagram itself plays an irreplaceable role—indeed, only
through the visual schema can certain statements in the Diagram Explanation be understood with greater accuracy and depth. In the
carly transmission of Zhou Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram, many variants of the diagram existed. Only after Zhu Xi’s (1130—1200) analysis
and editorial work did a standardized version circulate in later ages. Nonetheless, careful comparative study reveals that although Zhu
Xi's recension is superior to others in many respects, it may not fully accord with the original meaning of Zhou's diagram. Contempo-
rary research on Zhou Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram Cincluding the Explanation of Taiji Diagram) should therefore not be confined to Zhu
Xi’s views but should instead understand its historical significance and intellectual content within the continuity and transformation
from Han— Tang Y7jing studies to those of the Song.

Key words: Taiji Diagram; Wuji er Taiji (Non—Ultimate yet Supreme Ultimate) ; yin—yang and movement-stillness; Five Agents;

human dimension; Zhu Xi
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