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The Distance to Ultimate Dao: The Limits of Reform in Qi and Lu During a Time of Great Transformation
REN Jiantao

Abstract: Confucius’s vision of national reconstruction requires reinterpretation.Under the historical background of the
fragmentation of the Zhou system and the internecine conflicts among various states, the issue of restoring order to the
state persistently occupied Confucius' thoughts during his itinerant journeys.Consequently, the merits and demerits of
the institutional experiments undertaken by these states became evident.Within a comparative framework, Confucius,
with a preference for the Zhou system as a foundation, holds a relatively low opinion of Zhou’s vassal State Qi, which
solely pursued wealth and power, while expressing a high regard for Lu, which directly benefited from the ritual system
established by Zhou Gong. This represents a judgment of superiority and inferiority between the goals of national
prosperity and establishing a civilized national order. In Confucian specific comparison in the proposition that “Qi, by one
change, would come to the State of Lu; Lu, by one change, would come to where Dao (true principles) predominated”,
a trajectory emerges, tracing the evolution from the pursuit of national strength and civilized order to the attainment
of an ideal state. It is a manifestation of the intersection between Confucian national philosophy and his conception of
civilization. From the Confucian perspective on the civilizational standard and ideal vision of a world governed by Dao,
even if the reforms in Lu were to achieve that goal, it would only restore the state of political civilization. The concept of
a world governed by Dao has two layers of meaning: the Zhou system represents the ontological existence of Dao, while
Da Dao (great true principles) represents the horizontal being of the Dao. When measured against the Da Dao, even the
sage-kings Yao, Shun, and Yu fall short. Confucian discourse on the transformation of Qi and Lu encapsulates profound
implications of the Ren-Li (benevolence-ritual) structure guiding practical politics from a higher vantage point, while also
revealing the tendency of actual states to be invariably regulated and guided by higher goals of civilizational development.
Keywords: Zhou System; State of Qi;State of Lu;Reform;Dao

An Analysis and Evaluation of Xunzi’s Idea of Unifying Thoughts
DUN Peng

Abstract: Xunzi’s thought of unification is an important part of his political philosophy. In Xunzi's view, the continuous
annexation wars over the years had exacerbated the hardships of the common people, and eliminating division and moving
towards unification not only conformed to the general aspiration of society but also represented the inevitable trend of history.
To this end, Xunzi proposed a governance framework encapsulated in the principles of “emulating later kings, unifying ritual
righteousness,and standardizing institutions”, systematically articulating his theory of unification. On one hand, Xunzi advocated
for “unification through virtue” ( LAfE3fi A ),relying on ritual morality to establish the absolute authority of sage-kings and unify
the realm via the “kingly way” ( F.i# ). On the other hand, grounded in the harsh reality of “competition through force” ( 4+
.77 ), he did not entirely reject the necessity and rationality of achieving unification through just wars.Building on this duality,
Xunzi argued that the unification of thought and governance decrees would help eliminate antagonisms, thereby realizing the
political ideal of “a unified world under heaven and a harmonious global community” ( K T —%t, DU — ¢ ). Although
history did not unfold according to Xunzi’s envisioned blueprint for unification, his political philosophy germinated and
exemplified a profound synthesis of Confucian and Legalist thought, marked by remarkable creativity. This synthesis remains a
valuable reference for contemporary reflection on governance and societal cohesion.

Keywords: Emulating Later Kings; Unifying Ritual Righteousness; Standardizing Institutions; Political Philosophy;
Unification

The Concept of 7’ian in Pre-Qin Confucianism Should Not Be Interpreted Religiously:
Examining the Inner Logic of Its Development Through the Lens of the Early Enlightenment
YANG Zebo

Abstract: During the late Western Zhou period, an “Early Enlightenment” emerged, bearing functional and conceptual
parallels to the modern European Enlightenment. Influenced by this movement, Confucius’ discourse on heaven(T’ian
K ), while retaining vestiges of earlier traditions (its “conservative aspect”), fundamentally shifted focus toward humanity
rather than heaven. This human-centered innovation marked Confucianism’s decisive turn toward a humanistic worldview,
precluding any regression to religious frameworks.Xunzi advanced this trajectory by advocating the distinction between
Heaven and humanity ( B F Kk N4 ) and asserting that “only the sage does not seek to know Heaven” ( M3 A AR
HIK ), thereby solidifying a secular orientation for later Confucianism. Mencius, however, faced a theoretical challenge:
reconciling the origin of humaneness within this humanistic paradigm. His solution—the theory of innate goodness—
required invoking Heaven as the ultimate grounding for moral nature. This apparent temporary resurgence of Heaven,
however, was not a regression to mysticism or religion. Instead, Mencius borrowed Heaven rhetorically, treating it as
a provisional axiom to legitimize ethical ideals, not to endorse supernaturalism.Confucius, Xunzi, and Mencius were
all heirs to the Early Enlightenment. Their interpretations of Heaven remained firmly within the bounds of humanistic
philosophy, emphasizing ethical agency over divine authority. Thus, religious readings of Pre-Qin Confucian Heaven
discourse fundamentally misrepresent its historical and intellectual context.

Keywords: Early Enlightenment; Ethicizing Heaven; Moralizing via Heaven; Borrowing Heaven as Rhetoric; Accepting
as Truthful
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