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Rethinking the Theoretical Connotation and Academic Value of the Materialist Conception of History
Wang Guang 33
The materialist conception of history is one of the two major scientific discoveries made by Marx during his
lifetime, and is the most valuable theoretical creation in the history of human thought. The materialist conception
of history breaks through all the existing paradigms of seeking the essence of history from outside material
production, truly constructs a “philosophy of history” about the development of human society, and opens the
right path for academic research. At present, in some studies, the phenomenon of weakening or even deflating
the guiding significance of the materialist concept of history exists to varying degrees, which makes academic
research become a cumbersome argumentation that abandons the exploration of the laws of history and is
confined to the details of history. Based on the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics, the prosperous
development of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics requires unswervingly adhering to
and developing the materialist concept of history, utilizing the materialist concept of history to reveal the nature
and laws of social history, and writing the history and biography of the people.

The Performance and Spirit of “Mind” in Chinese Philosophy
—A Study Centered on “Infinite Mind”
Li Chenggur 44
“Infinite Mind” is a proposition formed by inheriting the relevant ideas of Confucianism, Buddhism, and
Taoism, which was first and fully elaborated by Cheng Yi. What is “Infinite Mind”? What is the theoretical basis
for the concept? What valuable information does it convey? Based on the interpretation of relevant literature,
the so-called “Infinite Mind” refers to the infinite performance of the mind, mainly including the comprehensive
dominance of the mind over all things and their changes, the infinite understanding of all things, the profound
care for the lives of the common people under the heaven, and the autonomous adjustment of the self-awareness
system. The basis for the concept of “Infinite Mind” is that nature has no differentiation between the internal
and external sides. The first reason is that nature is the essence of all things, which results in the “form”,
“reason”, and “mind”. Nature connects all things. The second reason is that “inherent character” and “object”
are one, “nature” and “reason” are one, and “nature” and “mind” are one; The third reason is that “infinite mind”
comes out of the inherent logic of “nature has no differentiation between the internal and external sides”. The
revelation of the theoretical basis and multi-dimensional presentation of the performance of “unlimited mind”
seem to convey us the information that “infinite mind” is the release of the inner strength of human life, and
its prerequisite comes from life itself. All dimensions it unfolds are interconnected and complementary organic
whole, not only demonstrating the cognitive state of Chinese philosophy towards “Mind”, but also demonstrating
the caring-life spirit of Chinese philosophy, and containing the confidence of Chinese philosophy and the nation
that created this philosophy.

Situational Legitimacy, Collaborative Governance and Project Effectiveness: A Comparative Case Study
of Social Organizations’ Participation in Community Governance
He Xuesong and Cui Jinning 79
The participation of social organizations in community governance is an essential requirement for
constructing a new pattern of social governance, but why do the similar community governance projects
carried out by social organizations show differentiated effectiveness? Based on the comparison of four typical
projects, this study constructs four different project types using the analytical framework of situational
legitimacy and collaborative governance. These types are “High Situational Legitimacy-Strong Collaborative
Governance,” “High Situational Legitimacy-Weak Collaborative Governance,” “Low Situational Legitimacy-
Strong Collaborative Governance,” and “Low Situational Legitimacy-Weak Collaborative Governance.” The
study found that the “High Situational Legitimacy-Strong Collaborative Governance” and “Low Situational
Legitimacy-Strong Collaborative Governance” categories of projectsachieved significant governance
effectiveness. However, the projects with “High Situational Legitimacy-Weak Collaborative Governancee”
and “Low Situational Legitimacy-Weak Collaborative Governance” did not show noticeable governance
effectiveness, leading to issues such as project activities becoming nominal, formalistic, and even wasteful
of resources. A further comparison reveals that the strength of collaborative governance is a crucial factor in
achieving governance effectivenes, but this does not imply that situational legitimacy of social organizations
is unimportant, rather, situational legitimacy does not directly influence governance effectivenes but operates
through the mechanism of collaborative governance.
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