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Commentary of Zhang Dainian’ s Research on
Zhang Zai’ s Shenhua and Related Disputes

ZHAI Kui—feng

(School of Philosophy and Social Development&Center for Zhouyi and
Ancient Chinese Philosophy,Shandong University , Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Zhang Dainian highly evaluated Zhang Zai and believed that he was a representative of materialism
among ancient Chinese philosophers.Zhang Dainian emphasized that Zhang Zai was a kind of materialism in the cos-
mic origin theory in the Chinese Philosophy Outline in 1937. After the 1950s, Zhang Dainian repeatedly explained
Zhang Zai’ s thought of qi(’X.) ,thinking that shen( #f) was a subtle transformation in qi.Zhang Dainian pointed out
that Zhang Zai still has the remains of idealism,such as degrading the xing se (JE{% form and body) in order to
highlight the transcendence of shen,and exaggerate the mystery of de xing zhi zhi (&4 %l knowledge of virtue
and nature ) .Zhang Dainian believes that Zhang Zai’ s thoughts are mainly materialistic , although it’ s not thorough
enough. Different from the above,Lu Shixiang, Deng Bingyi, Chen Yusen,Gao Yu,and Zhou Qingquan believe that
Zhang Zai’ s thought is basically a objective idealism.In their opinion,shen is the first and fundamental existence.
Regardless of whether Zhang Zai’ s thoughts are material or ideal, it actually only reveals some characteristics of
Zhang Zai’ s thoughts.The shen in Zhang Zai’ s thoughts is neither a thing which is within shapes (xing xia zhi wu,
JEFZ%)) , nor the heart of the subject or god in religion.Zhang Zai’ s thought of Shenhua (##14L spiritual and
transforming powers) originated from Yi Zhuan( %1% ) and made a new development to Chinese philosophy , which
shows the particularity of it.

Key words : Zhang Dainian ; Zhang Zai ; Shenhua ; materialism ; idealism
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