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Reconsideration on the “Good Phenomenon”

——A Response to Professor Lu Xuekun’s Criticism 111

YANG Zebo
(School of Philosophy ,Fudan University ,Shanghai 200433,China)

Abstract;: In Mou Zongsan’s doctrine, ontology refers to “the existence of a thing and how it has its existence”,
not to “the real existence of the original heart-benevolent reality or free will”. The focus of the former is to explain
how moral mind influences everything in heaven and earth to become existence, while the focus of the latter is to
show that the original heart-benevolent reality or free will is real as a moral creative reality, and the latter cannot re-
place the former. Mou Zongsan defines the object created by the moral mind as “thing-in-itself” is based on a misun-
derstanding of Kant’s concept of intellectual intuition. Intellectual intuition refers to the “intuition of the origin”,
which means the intuition of the material can be formed without the stimulation of external objects, but Mou Zong-
san understands it as a way of thinking that does not need time, space, and category; because the self-recognition
and the creation of moral existence of original heart-benevolent reality do not need time, space, and category, Mou
Zongsan identifies this way of thinking as intellectual intuition. Because the intellectual intuition in Kant is directed
to the essence (thing-in-itself) , Mou Zongsan calls the object created by moral mind as “thing-in-itself”. Moral mind
creates moral existence, the essence of which is to influence all things in heaven and earth with moral mind, so that
its object has been separated from the identity of “thing-in-itself” and cannot be called “thing-in-itself” anyway.
When everything in heaven and earth is influenced by moral mind, it has a moral phenomenon, and this moral phe-
nomenon is the “good phenomenon”. Accordingly, the two layers of existence should be the existence of “good phe-
nomenon” and the existence of “cognitive phenomenon”, but not the existence of “thing-in-itself” and the existence
of “phenomenon”.

Key words: Mou Zongsan; good phenomenon; existence; thing-in-itself
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