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Development of New Humanities and Social Sciences in the Perspective of Creative Transformation and Innovative

Development of Traditional Culture Sun Xiaochun

The development of new humanities and social sciences is a natural result of the growth of knowledge and the devel-
opment of education, and also a practical need of the modern Chinese society. The modern liberal arts system of China
since the early 20th century is not derived from the logic of the body of traditional Chinese knowledge, but is a product
imitating educational systems in the UK and the USA. It is a historical regret that a disconnect has occurred between tra-
ditional Chinese culture and China’s modern liberal arts system. We are now making great efforts to develop new hu-
manities and social sciences with a view to refining and further developing the modern liberal arts system, neither for sub-
verting it nor returning it to traditional Sinology or re-establishing Confucianism. The creative transformation and innova-
tive development of traditional culture in the development of new humanities and social sciences does not mean reintroduc-
ing traditional academic discourse, but interpreting the excellent elements of traditional Chinese thought and culture with
modern discourse, so that they become knowledge that is accessible and acceptable to the people of modern times and
thus provide a Chinese approach to the human social life of higher quality.

Key words: traditional culture; body of knowledge; liberal arts system; new humanities and social sciences; Chi-

nese approach

On the Concepts of “Progress” and “Freedom” in Confucianism: Further Comparison between “Life Confu-

cianism” and “Progressive Confucianism” Huang Yushun

Both “Life Confucianism” and “Progressive Confucianism” involve two key words of modern Confucianism, namely
“progress” and “freedom.” There is a basic consensus between Life Confucianism and Progressive Confucianism regard-
ing the understanding of these two basic values, especially in the recognition of the value of modernity. At the same
time, there are some fundamental differences, especially in their views on the relationship between Confucianism and
freedom. Life Confucianism holds that “progress” is not only a historical fact of human development but also a fundamen-
tal concept within Confucian tradition. “Freedom” means that an individual’s will and actions are not subject to any inter-
ference from others within the just norms of a society. The universality of this concept of freedom is embodied in the in-
nate human nature of pursuing freedom, defined as the righteous principle of the Confucian Theory of Justice, and ex-
pressed in the value sequence of “benevolence” from “loving oneself” to “loving others. ” The specificity of this concept
of freedom is defined as the principle of appropriateness in the Confucian Theory of Justice, and is expressed through the
establishment and observance of the social norms that conform to justice.

Key words: modern Confucianism; Life Confucianism; Progressive Confucianism; humanity; progress; freedom



