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The Top Ten Issues in the Emotional Turn of Contemporary Confucianism Huang Yushun

Abstract: Contemporary Confucian theory has formed a clear trend of emotional turn especially
represented by the “School of Emotional Reason”. At present there is an urgent need to reflect on the
exposed theoretical problems and promote the further development and deepening of the emotional turn
of contemporary Confucianism. The top ten issues include: First the issue of emotion and Being means
how to clarify that emotion is a concept of “pre-being” and “pre-subjectivity”. Second the issue of
emotion and mind means how to clarify that the mind of the subject is also given by emotions. Third
the issue of emotion and reason means how to clarify that reason is not something beyond emotions but
the “reason of emotion” of emotions themselves. Fourth the issue of emotion and knowledge means
how to clarify that cognitive activities are essentially emotional activities. Fifth the issue of emotion
and will means how to clarify that will is also a form of emotional succession. Sixth the issue of
emotion and freedom means how to clarify that the issue of freedom is ultimately a matter of “emotional
freedom”. Seventh the issue of emotion and morality or ethics means how to ensure that the emotions
of the pre-being and the value neutral can also lead to the construction of positive ethical morality.
Eighth the issue of emotion and aesthetic appreciation means how to clarify that emotion and beauty
are not concepts that are juxtaposed with knowledge and truth or will and goodness but rather the
origin of the latter. Ninth the issue of emotion and transcendence means how to clarify that the external
Transcendent is also given by emotions. Tenth the issue of emotion and interpretation means how to
clarify that all interpretive activities are “emotional interpretations”.

Keywords: contemporary Confucianism; the emotional turn of Confucianism; school of emotional

reason; theoretical reflection

Connotation and Basic Spirit of Southern Confucian Culture Zhang Hongmin

Abstract: Quzhou region of Zhejiang province known as the sacred place of Southern Confucian
culture is a significant birthplace of Confucian tradition in southeast China. Kong family both in
Southern China and Northern China can be traced back to the same root genetically sharing the
Confucius’ family tree. Therefore Southern Confucian culture makes up a very important component of
traditional Confucianism culture. By analyzing the development of southern Kong family and sorting out
its values humanistic spirit and code of ethics this paper defines the basic spirit of Southern
Confucian culture as following “self-discipline”  “patriotism”  “righteousness”  “diligence”
“pursuit of sagehood”  “pragmatism’  “worship for the Confucianism” and “open-mindedness”. In
the new historical period the inheritance and development of Southern Confucian culture together
with its creative transformation are of important theoretical significance and research worthiness for
taking a stand on Chinese culture and spreading the humanistic spirit of Confucian culture.

Keywords: Kong family in southern China; Southern Confucian culture; basic spirit
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