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Emotional Foundation-laying of
Confucian Poetic Ethics

The Life Emotion as the Source
in Ethical Construction

Wang Kun Huang Yushun

Abstract The source of Confucian culture of ‘fitual propriety and music” is in the
tradition of ‘Poetic Ethics” founded by Confucius. It is in the poetic utterance of the life
emotion that both ethical subject and ethical norms manifest and are established.
Emotion exists prior to the construction of the subjectivity as well as the ethical
conceptions and norms. Subjectivity is established uprightly from the poetic
transformation between and among the emotional thinking the realizing thinking the
intuitive thinking and the reasoning thinking. Further it is on the foundation of
subjectivity that the principle of righteousness and the correspondent categories of
conceptions about ethical norms are established. It is the life emotion that lays the
foundation for a ‘Poetic Ethics” and the construction of ethical subjectivity and norms
returns to the life emotion itself. It is pretty safe to assume that ‘Poetic Ethics” is a
reduction of the harmonious integrating of poetic ritual propriety and music in
Confucius thoughts.

Keywords Confucianism poetic ethics the life emotion
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