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Abstract: Mu Jiang’s contribution to the Yijing philosophy mainly lies in the “three innovations”: the first is the philosophical interpre-
tation of “Yuan Heng Li Zhen” JC % F 01 . Yi 2huan (Commentaries on the Changes) copied the interpretation of Mu Jiang, only
changing “the origin of body” to “the origin of good” and “good virtue” to “assembly of good”. Zhu Xi (1130—1200), on the basis of
what he inherited of Mu Jiang’s commentary, developed his Neo-Confucian thought of cosmology and ontology. The second is to pio-
neer the concept of “Four Virtues”. The previous “Four Virtues” theory was not Mu Jiang’ s theory of “Four Virtues” actually and
had nothing to do with the Book of Changes, let alone becoming a basic concept in later Confucian philosophy. Zhu Xi developed Mu
Jiang’ s theory of Four Virtues. Mu Jiang’ s metaphysical concept is divine, and her transcendent paradigm is “cultivating oneself and
serving heaven”; Zhu Xi’s metaphysical concept is rational, and his transcendent paradigm is “transcending heaven with human na-
ture”. Although Zhu Xi replaced Mu Jiang’s “steadfastness” with “wisdom”, their concept of “virtue” remained consistent. The third
is to pioneer the principle of “ Y7 brooks no deception”. “Yi brooks no deception” means “heaven cannot be deceived”, which is, the
Heavenly Emperor cannot be deceived. “Yi cannot be used to make divination” is an inheritance and development of “ Y7 brooks no de-
ception”. The consistency between the two lies in the principle of “not telling people without virtue”, that is, the divination is invalid
for those who are not benevolent or unjust. Mu Jiang’ s interpretation of the Yijing has deeply influenced the development of Yijing
philosophy and Chinese philosophy , making her the “first female philosopher of Changes scholarship”.

Key words: Changes scholarship; Mu Jiang; Ywuan Heng Li Zhen; four virtues; Y7 brooks no deception
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