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Richard Wilhelm translated and explained, C.G.Jung foreword and commentary, The Secret of the Golden Flower: The
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@ 2 I Richard Wilhelm translated and explained, C.G.Jung foreword and commentary, The Secret of the Golden Flower :
The Book of Consciousness and Life, 1962, p.65.
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Abstract: The Secret of the Golden Flower is one of the most influential modern Western translations of a Chinese philosophical text
and represents a classic case in the history of intellectual exchange between China and the West. Philosophical translation involves not
merely the conversion of linguistic forms, but also the understanding, hermeneutics, and reconstruction of different systems of
thought. From the perspectives of the monadism and universalism of the philosophy of language, the translational practice surrounding
The Secret of the Golden Flower can be reconsidered, thereby allowing for a deeper clarification of the inherent difficulties of philo-
sophical translation and the possible ways of addressing them. Monadism reveals the differences in worldviews and modes of thought
underlying different languages, placing the culture-specific terms, philosophical concepts, and purposes of translation in a state of per-
sistent incommensurable tension. Universalism, by contrast, demonstrates that intellectual communication between different civiliza-
tions remains possible. Its realization depends on the translator’s thorough engagement with the intellectual tradition underlying the
source text, the preservation of functional equivalence for culture-specific terms, and the reconstruction of conceptual systems through
an open and inclusive attitude that transcends cultural particularism. The translational practice surrounding The Secret of the Golden
Flower demonstrates that philosophical translation is not a mechanical pursuit of correspondence between lexical meanings. Rather, it
is a creative transformation of structures of thought and philosophical functions grounded in respect for cultural differences. As such, it
offers an illuminating example for bringing Chinese philosophy into global intellectual discourse and facilitating philosophical dialogue
across civilizations.

Key words: The Secret of the Golden Flower; Richard Wilhelm; Cary F. Baynes; philosophical translation; monadism; universalism
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