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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

On the “Two Integrations” and Its Significance in Xi Jinping Thought on Culture
Qiao Qingju

The reason why Marxism was able to take root in China lies in its ability to address the dilemma faced by
modern China; the need to maintain a high moral standard of its own civilization while striving for modernization
at the same time. With the introduction of Marxism to China, the question arose on how to integrate it with the
specific context of China. The Resolution on Several Historical Issues marked the completion of the first
integration, whereas the proposal of the “second integration” and the emphasis on “two integrations” represent
the original contributions and significant elements of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era, especially in the realm of cultural ideas. The relationship between the two
integrations manifests a dialectical unity, with the first integration providing the logical foundation for the
development of the second. This approach brought the concept of “integration” onto a new level. The second
integration opens up a new phase of intellectual liberation, affirming a strong confidence in history, culture, and
civilization. It strategically incorporates the outstanding traditional culture of China as a valuable and
constructive force, creating a spiritual strength which drives the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The
second integration also aligns this outstanding traditional culture with Marxism, ensuring the ongoing inheritance of
Chinese civilization. The development of modern Chinese civilization constitutes a twofold responsibility—a global
obligation for Chinese civilization and a civilizational duty for the Communist Party of China in advancing humanity.

On the Creative Development of Chinese Modernization
Dai Mucai

The modernization of human society started in Western capitalist countries, and forming what is known as
Western modernization. According to the Marxist historical materialist view, the capitalist nature of Western
modernization determines its historical necessity of being surpassed. Chinese modernization, founded on the
establishment of the basic socialist system, has creatively achieved an institutional transition from the Western
capital-oriented approach to a people-centric approach, hence surpassing Western modernization in its very
essence. In the remarkable process of reform and opening up as well as the construction of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, Chinese modernization has innovatively established a theoretical framework and
practical path with rich connotations, including the principles of co-construction and sharing, historical self-
initiating, peaceful developing, destiny sharing, as well as win-win cooperation. In this way, it successfully
surpassed the theoretical framework and development path of Western modernization, which mainly focus on
profit-seeking, spontaneous generation, jungle-law competition, comprehensive expansion, and sole
domination. Chinese modernization has taken a path of development completely different from that of Western
modernization, making original contributions to the theory of socialist modernization and idea of world
modernization. Through such an innovative development path, these contributions have enriched the Marxist
modernization theory and its practice in the 21st century.

An Elaboration on the Philosophy of Human Nature and Destiny in the Yijing .
A Perspective Threading through the Da Xue, Zhong Yong and Yijing

Zhang Wenzhi

The edification of the Yijing aims to guide people to “plumb the principle, fully develop human nature
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and undertake one’s task of destiny”. Only if people have fully developed their innate nature, can they fully
realize their task of destiny, which actually comes up to a course of accumulating virtues. Although there is a
distinction between good and evil in this world, one is only enabled by the accumulation of good to arrive at
the realm of “supreme good”, i. e., the noumenon of the Dao experienceable through certain steps of
meditation, upon which moralities are to be further exhibited. This means that what succeeds the Dao is good.
The accomplishment of human nature refers to the accomplishment of sincerity, the realization of oneself and
others, as well as the accomplishment of the Dao. This indicates that the accomplishment of the Dao actually
entails the accomplishment of human nature, with the aim of persuading people to attain the union of heaven
and human beings. Although the Dao of heaven changes, it does not deviate from normality, whereas human
beings tend to deviate from normality in their changes. Therefore, to realize the union with heaven, human
beings must cultivate themselves, in the course of which their nature and destiny can be rectified and the great
harmony between heaven and human beings will be realized. Each hexagram or line embodies the principle of
Taiji (Supreme Ultimate) and human innate nature, with the help of which one is able to step back from
emotions and withdraws into this nature and the Dao of heaven through the accomplishment of the Dao of
human beings.

Rebuilding the Foundation for the Rites and Music Civilization: A New Explanation of Zhong Yong
Meng Zhuo

The exegetical history of Zhong yong (the Docirine of the Mean) can be characterized by two major
systems; the studies of human nature and destiny, and the studies of rites and music, which can nonetheless
be integrated in understanding the entirety and historicity of this classic. Facing the crisis of the collapse of
rites and music, Zi Si creatively expounded the relationship between human nature and natural law and in this
way restablished its philosophical tradition. In the hermeneutical path called “from exegesis to philosophy”,
“Mu” “Zhong” “Jing” and “Di” are the key words for comprehending natural law, human nature, as well as
rites and music in Zhong yong. Natural law is endowed with the meanings of subtlety, vitality, and
orderliness, which can be summarized as “the harmony of vitality”. The doctrine of human nature reflects an
inherent orderly nature. Based on the harmonious and orderly way of nature and human, Zi Si created a
philosophical foundation for rites and music that bridges nature and human, the past and the present. The
interpretation of “ Cheng Ming” in Zhong yong also embodies a profound spirit of rites and music, which
promotes the expansion of “ Cheng ( Sincerity)” within such a culture. The characteristics of Chinese
philosophy are reflected in the fit between the philosophical foundation and the civilizational tradition, which
offers the key to understanding the unity of Zhong yong.

The Passivity of Thought and Its Limitations: A Perspective from Descartes’ Videre Videor
Huang Zuo

The French phenomenologist Michel Henry’s creative interpretation of Descartes’ enigmatic expression
videre videor in the Second Meditation highlights the fundamental dimension of sense with the theory of “self-
feeling” (auto-affection) , while Jean-Luc Marion’s phenomenology of my body (unity or flesh) steps further
to stress the value of this original sense. Both philosophers advocate the reduction of the certainty of Cogiio to
this sensibility. By analyzing relevant texts in Rules for the Direction of the Mind, Meditations, Philosophical
Principles and The Passions of the Soul, and in this way investigating the origins and development of Descartes’
concept of cogitatio, we find that Descartes does carry out his thoughts quite thoroughly on the problem of
sensibility, i. e. , he argues that all thoughts can be passive, however, we are unable to determine the clarity
and certainty of Cogito by sensibility alone, just due to the latter’s own limitations. Instead, an Aristotelian
theory on the combination of active and passive reason is more suitable to play a key role in decoding the
certainty of Cogito.



