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Abstract: The judgment of the Guan hexagram [ £ , Contemplation (Observe), 20] “washing hands while not presenting offerings”
B AR 47, A F B4 in the Yijing and “T’m not going to observe the rest of i rituals Crituals to show respect and remembrance for an-
cestors in ancient times) after the first offering of wine”#f Fl BEHE Wi 1%, B AN MM Z 5 in The Analects of Confucius have strong con-
nection with highly controversial interpretations in history. The two demonstrate ritual rites by “ # " (washing hands), “J#” (the first
offering of wine in ritual di) and “##” (present offerings) two links and express the attitude of “observing”. According to the tradition
of Zhou rituals, the evaluation of rituals takes “observing virtues” as an important thing. In comparison, “# (7#)” highlights the sin-
cere virtue of people, while “7£” highlights the thickness of oblation. Therefore, Zhou rituals emphasize “#” over “#£”. According
to the principle of “observing virtue”, the general meaning of “# i AN " is to wash hands without offering sacrifices, because human
virtue is already fully demonstrated during “#”; “I have no desire to observe” and “leave the occasion after observing the first offer-
ing of wine in rituals” mean if there is no virtue observed during the process of # , no matter how abundant the later offerings are,
they are still not worth observing. The proposition of attaching importance to inner virtue and seeking the foundation of rituals can be
referenced with phrases such as “The eastern neighbor killed a cow as a sacrifice, while isn’t a patch on the western neighbor’s simple
sacrifice”, “No respect in rituals and no mourning in funeral, how can I observe that”, and “What can a man do about the rites if he is
not benevolent”. This is the key to the dual nature of divination and philosophy of the basic text Yijing, and it is also the fundamental
foothold that Confucius sought to restore Zhou rituals and the hub of “observing the morality and rightness” in the Y7 zhuan.
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