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On the “Qi Wu” Purpose of Zhuangzi’s
“Zhi Yan”: An Investigation Centered on the Equality of Things

WANG Yu - bin
( Center for Zhouyi and Ancient Chinese Philosophy/School of
Philosophy and Social Development Shandong University Jinan 250100 China)

Abstract: Zhuangzi * Equality of Things typically embodies the characteristics and purpose of “Zhi Yan” which
takes “attempting to talk” and “listening for a while” as its essence. As an expression of “attempting to speak” it
is a way of observing changes of all things in the understanding of Dao neither trying to use language to define the
unknown Dao nor attempting to use language to control the endless changes of all things hence able to go with the
law of ingenious truth and change with the changes of all things which means “reconciling the difference with the
division of nature and conforming to it with endless variations”. In addition as a kind of humanistic symbol ~ ‘Zhi
Yan” is intended to relieve the mutual negation caused by debate and the mutual damage caused by “fame” in
hope of being open to each other and understanding each other in the harmonic line of “the law of ingenious truth —
changes of all things”. Zhuangzi believes that the encounter between people in language should not be a kind of
top — down forced indoctrination or infringement but a life in which people who try to speak and people who come
to listen for a while participate equally. Therefore it can be said that “Zhi Yan” with its equal nature of connect—
ing Dao and Things and understanding you and me provides the possibility and feasibility for people to live in har—
mony with each other.

Keywords: Zhi Yan; Qi Wu; attempting to talk; listening for a while
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