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The Governance of The Sage Monarch and Mandate of Heaven:
The Illustrate of Mencius” ''Monarch Is Less Important"

XU Zi§un' CAI Jie’

(1. Center for Zhouyi and Ancient Chinese Philosophy; 2. Collaborative Innovation Center of

Confucianism Civilization Shandong University Jinan 250100 China )

Abstract: Mencius” " monarch is less important" is the most powerful sound of ancient regarding people as ba—
sis’s thought. In order to ease the rulers” vigilance the theory of "monarch is less important” was mainly interpre—
ted in two ways namely governing way principle and exception but this is not the whole picture of this theory.

"state" is related to political power and sacrifice the theory of " monarch is less important" should be un—

Just as
derstood from two dimensions: the governance of the sage monarch and the mandate of heaven. From the perspective
of monarch governance the main body of the theory of " monarch is less important" is the emperor and vassal. In
order to cultivate the monarch’s virtue and meet the needs of practical governance "monarch is less important" re—
quires the monarch to put the plebeian before the monarch in the content of governance take the lead in the method
of governance and take the plebeian as the purpose of governance. From the perspective of the mandate of heaven
the monarch is ordered by heaven to manage the responsibilities of the plebeian subject to the supervision of the
plebeian. "monarch is less important" is a Confucian humble meaning suggesting that a monarch who follows heav—
en and cultivates virtues can become the son of heaven and who does nothing else except to hurt the plebeian falls
into the violent king the change of power position is easy. The reason why the monarch valued the plebeian more
than himself stems from the adaptation to the mandate of heaven so the essence of the theory of "monarch is less
important” is that "heaven takes the plebeian as the foundation" . Since the late Qing Dynasty scholars have inter—
preted the theory of " monarch is less important" as democracy which is a confusion of the subject of governing
power.

Keywords: Mencius; "monarch is less important"; the governance of the sage monarch; mandate of heaven
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