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Abstract: Zhang Xianglong (1949—2022) proposed the “method of gathering images together with hexagram and line statement” %t
i HL % 4 BT to explain the generation of meaning between the hexagram image and the hexagram and line statements in the Book of
Changes. This explanatory method is phenomenological, as the intellectual opportunity it arises from is Zhang Xianglong’s revelation
of the constitutive, generative, marginal, and non-objectified characteristics of phenomenology. The core of using the method of gath-
ering images together with hexagram and line statements to interpret hexagrams lies in interpreting divination cases according to time
and situation, but this approach does not mean it is arbitrary. On the contrary, it always closely follows the timing of the transforma-
tion of yin and yang and completes the interpretation of the image of later heaven of the hexagram and line statement based on the im-
age of former heaven of the arrangement sequence of yin and yang of the hexagram and the line positions. It fundamentally refuses to
provide purely historical explanations for hexagrams and lines and willful explanation of images according to personal preferences. In
this regard, Zhang Xianglong’s phenomenological interpretation of the Book of Changes, also known as the method of gathering im-
ages and words, can provide a reflection on the interpretation method of the Book of Changes itself, as it uses a method that is both
posterior and innate to explain the hexagram and line images and statements in the Book of Changes. Taking hexagram Zhun [ £,
Birth Throes, 3] as an example, we could demonstrate this interpretive approach in detail.

Key words: Zhang Xianglong; phenomenology; Yijing; hexagram Zhun
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