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intellectual orientation of the bamboo slips and the characteristics of its school of thought, were broadly

followed in academic circles. When toward the end of his life he proposed “raising Mencius'’s flag while
proceeding with the study of Xunzi (ju Meng qi, xing Xun xue 25t , 742 ) , this also led to wide
discussions in the academic world, facilitating the research of Xunzi's thought. Deeply mourning Li’s
passing, the author of this article memorizes the friendship they had, as well as the influence he
received from him.

Keywords: Li Zehou; Western values aided by Chinese ideas; Mou Zongsan; Zisi-Mencius

school of thought; Xunzi; Inheritance from Mencius and Xunzi

The Inheritance and Innovation of “Accumulation Theory” . In Memory of Mr. Li Zehou
Yang Zebo
Abstract: Inspired by Li Zehou's “accumulation theory” (jidianshuo FRYE VL) , 1 propose my
own “crystallization theory” (jiejingshuo %% fhiil) , although there are differences between the two.
Accumulation theory focuses on the deep structure of Chinese culture and summarizes the
characteristics of Chinese culture from the perspectives of practical reason and hedonic culture.
Crystallization theory, on the other hand, uses “developmental tendency” (shengzhang gingxiang '+
K] ) and “ethical mentality” (lunli xinjing {&HL0>5%) to provide further theoretical explanation
for Mencius's theory of the good of human nature. This difference determines that my views on some
major issues are quite different from those of Li Zehou. Li Zehou proposes “emotional ontology”
( gingbenti & R4K) with the aim of discarding ontology, while I emphasize the essence of “renxing 1~

47 is an ethical mentality, which necessarily contains emotions and strives to keep the moral ontology

intact. Li Zehou's slogan “Raising the flag of Mencius, while practicing the Xunzi’s learning” (ju
Meng qi, xing Xun xue 25 d3 i f7H]%) , is biased in favor of Xunzi, while I insist on a trichotomy,
emphasizing that both “renxing” and “zhixing” are the basis of morality, no longer favoring one side
or the other, and no longer distinguishing between orthodoxy and heterodoxy.

Keywords: accumulation theory; crystallization theory; Li Zehou; trichotomy

Going His Own Way . The Word's and China’s Li Zehou Liu Yuedi

Abstract: Li Zehou was a philosophical thinker who went his own way. He began to study Tan
Sitong’s and Kang Youwei’s thought when he was in university. In the early 1950s, he participated in
the “major debate on aesthetics” (meixue dataolun 3% KiTiE). In 1979, he published a new
interpretation of Kant's philosophy: The Critique of Critical Philosophy ( Pipanzhexue de pipan 1t 335
2FRHEH]) | and subsequently his book The History of Beauty ( Mei de licheng 35 ) JJi#2£) became
popular. He then put forward the novel philosophical construction of “emotional ontology” ( gingbenti
A, to finally focus on the study of “ethics” ([lunlixue f&FR%:) in his later years. From the
whole process of the development of Li Zehou’s thought, it can be seen that the evolution of his thought
always kept pace with changes of the times. As such, he became a philosopher who could integrate
knowledge and practice, and a thinker who could integrate substance and function.

Keywords: Li Zehou; emotional noumenon; ideological enlightenment; inheritance and

innovation of culture
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