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(benevolence and righteousness ), the iconic terms for Confucianism. While interpreting
“renyi” through “concept” can solve many theoretical issues indeed, it nevertheless
deviates from the practical orientation of Confucianism. Finally, the uniqueness of
Confucian “ming” lies in its involvement with human-related concepts. Thus, “ming” is
not only an epistemological issue but also an evaluative one. Starting from this perspective,
we can both reconcile various Confucian theories of human nature and elucidate the very
essence of its philosophy that is “shengsheng” ( generative vitality) .

On Collected Commentaries on the Zhouyi and East Asian Sinological Yi-ology
Lin Zhongjun

The most important text for the rise of Sinological Yi-ology is Collected Commentaries
on the Zhouyi by Li Dingzuo of the Tang Dynasty. However, this book failed to circulate
widely during the Song, Yuan, and Ming dynasties when Cheng-Zhu Yi-ology was
prevalent. After the 17th century, with the changes in academic trends of the times, Han
Dynasty Yi-ology attracted more and more attention from East Asian Yi-ologists and
gradually brought forth a prominent school in Yi-ology studies. Collected Commentaries on
the Zhouyi, due to its preservation of Han Dynasty Yi-ology materials, emerged as the
most significant classic text after the decline of Song Dynasty Yi-ology. Sinological Yi-
ology originated in China in the early Qing Dynasty when Song Dynasty Yi-ology declined,
and flourished during the Qianlong-Jiaqing period of China, the mid-to-late Edo period of
Japan, and the mid-to-late Joseon Dynasty on the Korean Peninsula. On the one hand,
influenced by Mao Qiling and other scholars in the early Qing Dynasty, both the Qianlong-
Jiaqing School of the Qing Dynasty in China, the Kogi School in Japan’s Edo period, and
the Silhak School in Korea’s Joseon Dynasty restored Han Dynasty Yi-ology, which had
been focused on Xiangshu, by interpreting the preserved Han Dynasty Yi-ology materials
such as Li Dingzuo’s Collected Commentaries on the Zhouyi; on the other hand, these
three schools reconstructed a new form of Han Dynasty Yi-ology (i.e., Sinological Yi-
ology) based on their respective nationalities. The main reason for this rise of Sinological
Yi-ology in East Asia lies in the fact that the Tushu Studies within the state-sanctioned
Song Dynasty Yi-ology in East Asia contradicted the original Yi-ology texts, while the Han
Dynasty Yi-ology, though preserving ancient meanings, had been lost, despite the latter’s
flaw of forced associations in interpreting the classics through Xiangshu. Therefore,
critiquing and correcting the Song Dynasty Tushu Studies, verifying the authenticity of Yi-
ology texts, as well as compiling and sorting out the lost Han Dynasty Yi-ology — these
three attempts marked the very beginning for the revival and reconstruction of Han Dynasty
Yi-ology. Taking Collected Commentaries on the Zhouyi as the research object,
reinterpreting Han Dynasty Yi-ology, and exploring the inherent meanings of Yi-ology
texts became the main projects for later Yi-ology research in East Asia. Although East
Asian Sinological Yi-ology was formed through collating and interpreting Han Dynasty Yi-
ology, it was not entirely the same as the latter. East Asian Sinological Yi-ology is
characterized by its own continuity, integration, localization, and individuality.

A Fusionary Research on Eastern and Western Mereology
Wang Wenfang

The view that there are material things that are composed of, or are the “sum” or



