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The Bright Pearl and the Firelight: The Dynamic of the Later Zhu Xi's Theory of Ilustrious
Virtue——A Discussion Focused on Quotations from the Zhuzi Yulei Zhai Kuifeng

Abstract; Influenced by Zen master Zong Mi in the late Tang Dynasty, Zhu Xi in his later years,
discussed the illustrious virtue, human nature and li, and even the light of the conscience with the
spirit of the void mind, the bright pearl, and the precious pearl. Li is in the qi, and the virtue of
nature is in the person, just as the precious pearl is in the water; when the water is clear, the pearl’s
light appears clearly, and when the water is turbid, the pearl’s light is dim. Water is equivalent to qi,
which is clear or turbid, thick or thin. The light of the noumenon is innate and eternal, but it can be
constrained by qi and obscured by material desires so that the highest good light can no longer be fully
revealed. Nevertheless, even the most evil person does not lose their goodness; in some cases, they
will show some good light. The bright pearl and precious pearl, which is much discussed in Buddhist
books, is in fact a kind of magical cinta-mani that can clear the murky water in which it is placed,
which further highlights the initiative of the light of the noumenon. In his later years, Zhu Xi also used
firelight as a metaphor for human nature and 1i and illustrious virtue. The metaphor of firelight also
shows the initiative of the light of noumenon, which never stops. These expressions of Zhu Xi are
concentrated in the Zhuzi Yulei, mostly after the age of sixty, and these claims have something in
common with the theory of Lu Jiuyuan and Wang Yangming.

Keywords: bright pearl; precious pearl; firelight; illustrious virtue; Zhu Xi

Quotations Are not Literary and the Formation of the View of Quotations in Ancient China
Xiong Xiang
Abstract; In Song Dynasty, it was popular to record the words and deeds of teachers, superiors
or other celebrities. Thus, quotations works were developed. The prevalence of Zen and Neo
Confucianism quotations made the view of quotations of scholars after the Southern Song Dynasty similar

and focused. From the appendix, the end of the volume, to the beginning of the volume, the process

of entering quotations into the collection represents that the collection’s attributes as complete works
have been highlighted, but it does not eliminate the boundary between quotations and poems or
articles. In the eyes of the ancients, quotations were not the style of articles, so they failed to occupy
a place in the stylistic framework based on poems and articles. The prevalence of Zen and Confucian
quotations also prevents quotations from becoming higher-level and more inclusive stylistic terms. In
the absence of an objective and neutral stylistic perspective, the ancients’ tracing back to the style of
quotations implies various subjective motives, which can reveal the opposition of ideas and discourse
and the evolution of ideas between Sinology and Song studies, Confucianism and Zen, and ancient and
modern studies.

Keywords: quotations; quotations style; writings; articles; traceability
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