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Abstract: The He ru (Yellow River Chart) and Luo shu (Luo River Diagram) composed of black and white dots are important cre-
ations of Changes scholarship in the Song (960—1279) dynasty. This set of diagrams was created by Liu Mu (1011—1064) from
Pengcheng (a county in Jiangsu province) , who mainly constructed three sets of ¥i number symbol systems in the Investigation into
the Hidden : Illustrations of Changes Numerology : the He tu pattern, the Luo shu pattern, and the Taiji pattern. These three sets of
symbol systems often overlap and interact in terms of ideological content, resulting in some repetition of some diagrams. These three
sets of diagram series are themed around the generation progress of Taiji— “liang yi” (yin and yang) — “si xiang” (four images) —
eight hexagrams, based on the theory of the unfolding of gi (material force). The three explore the rationality and inevitability of hexa-
grams through the evolution of the numbers of liang yi, si xiang, and five elements, and propose new concepts and judgments on
many issues in the study of image —numerology. They have distinct theoretical characteristics, but there are also some theoretical diffi-
culties and omissions.

Key words: Liu Mu; He tu; Luo shu; Taiji; heavenly Five
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