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Abstract: Hao Jing (1557—1639) pointed out that the Yijing composed by the sages is a book concerning the accomplishment of human na-
ture and probing into principles. Principles and human innate nature are invisible and traceless, needing to be presented through images. Words
(i.e., hexagram and line statements) are derived from images, and images can convey meanings (i.e., the sages’ intentions). But the words
and expressions used to express meaning are not fixed and should not be limited to images. Compared to words, images are closer to meaning
as the content expressed by words is simple and singular while the connotation of images is more profound and rich. The meaning cannot be
separated from the image, so it should be understood according to the images, observe images to get meanings, and take meanings to fuse im-
ages. He proposed the methods of taking images from the trigrams, the hexagrams, overlapping trigrams and lines, emphasizing that “there
are multiple layers to the Yi Dao, so one should not hold onto one particular rule”. On this basis, he reflected on the view of Y7 images since
the Han dynasty , pointing out the biases of the two schools of yili (meanings and principles) and xiangshu (images and numbers). The con-
cept of combining the images and numbers, meanings and principles , overcame the drawback of the Han Y7 tradition limiting attention to num-
bers and images, which rarely expounds the meanings and principles, and made a certain contribution to the development of Y7 study, while
retaining the research results of the Y7 study in the Song (960— 1279) and Ming (1368 1644) dynasties.
Key words: Hao Jing; words, images and meanings; Wang Bi; understand images based on words; understand mean-

ings based on images
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