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Reconsideration on the Theory of Branch — A Response to Professor Lu Xuekun’s Criticism

Yang Zebo
( Center for Zhouyi & Ancient Chinese Philosophy Shandong University Jinan 250100 China)
Abstract: The problem of Zhuzis doctrine is not moral heteronomy but moral impotence. If this is not accurately
grasped it will not only be detrimental to discover the real defects of Zhuzis doctrine but will also inevitably result in
low-end academic repetition. In the trichotomy a complete moral doctrine is equipped with both zhixing and renxing;
and it is powered by renxing to get activated which is called “moral dynamics.” The problem of Zhuzis doctrine lays
in the lack of driving force which is resulted from the poor understanding of renxing and the underplay of renxing in the
whole doctrine. Despite this shortcoming Zhuzi’s theory of “Ge wu zhi zhi” ( studying the nature of things) contains
the content of re-understanding renxing through zhixing which has strong rationality and a unique position in the
overall pattern of “one source and two streams” of Confucianism. When we examine a Confucian doctrine we should
look into its ideological scale that if it’s complete in both aspects rather than emphasizing renxing alone. Defending
Mou Zongsan’s theory of branch without this overall view might lead to a limited doctrinal pattern and unconvincing
conclusion.

Keywords: theory of branch; moral impotence; moral heteronomy; moral dynamics
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