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Distinction between Existence and Nonexistence:
The Thinking Foundation of Wang Bi’ s Yi Studies

Li Yancang

Abstract: “Distinction between existence and nonexistence" has always been regarded as the theme of Wei
Jin metaphysic. It is actually the theoretical externalization of the distinction between orthodox teaching and
nature. As a pioneer in establishing the theory of non ontology in Wei Jin metaphysic, Wang Bi always adhered
to the idea of “distinguishing between existence and nonexistence” in the process of annotating the Book of

”

Changes. Specifically, the theories of “Da Yan Yi”, “distinguishing between words and meanings” “timeliness
implicated in the hexagrams” and “hexagram ruler” in Wang Bi’ s Yi studies are all based on the concept of
“distinguishing between existence and nonexistence”. In other words, “the distinction between existence and
nonexistence” is the outline of Wang Bi’ s interpretation of Yi studies. Even from the perspective of “scanning
images” in Wang Bi’ s Yi studies, his thinking of “sweep imageries away” and “taking meanings” is also

based on the principle. The “distinction between existence and nonexistence” not only created and shaped
Wang Bi’ s Yi learning, but also distinguished the Yi learning of meaning- pattern of metaphysic from the Yi
learning of image-number of the Han dynasty. Wang Bi’ s Yi studies, have made great contributions to
correcting the Yi studies’ cumbersome in the Han dynasty and creating a new trend of Yi Learning in the Wei
and Jin dynasties. It is an important theoretical link that can not be bypassed in the history of Yi studies.
Key words: distinction between existence and nonexistence; Wang Bi’s Yi Studies; Da Yan Yi;

discrimination between words and meanings; timeliness implicated in the hexagrams; hexagram ruler
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