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Between Confucianism and Taoism: Discussion on the Attribution of Zhuangzi's School

Wang Yubin
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Center for Zhouyi and Ancient Chinese Philosophy,
Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract:In the history of Chinese philosophy, Zhuangzi is the only one who is regarded as both Taoist and
Confucian. As a Taoist, Zhuangzi was constructed by Western Han scholars, while as a Confucian, Zhuangzi was
constructed by Confucian scholars of the school of Guo Xiang. Although neither of the two ideological history con-
structions is from the pre —Qin period, they are both reasonable, and some textual evidence can be found in
Zhuangzi. The reason why Zhuangzi can be both Taoism and Confucianism lies in the richness of his ideological o—
rigin, the openness of ideological form, the freedom of language expression and the complexity of text evolution.
These characteristics make Zhuangzi’s study appear a "chaotic" state with strong plasticity. For the "homeless"
Zhuangzi philosophy, Taoism and Confucianism not only highlight its certain characteristics, but also cover and
even destroy the purity and openness of Zhuangzi itself. In this sense, the uniqueness of Zhuangzi’s philosophy,
which lies between Confucianism and Taoism, is more worthy of cherish.

Key words: Zhuangzi; the taoists; confucianism; the unison of confucianism and taoism
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