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The Philosophy of Heart-Mind: Returning to the Roots and Opening Up New Dimensions
GUO Qiyong; YANG Yongtao

Abstract: The development of Chinese philosophy of heart-mind (Xinxue) embodies a continuous process of returning
to the roots while opening up new dimensions. Its core spirit originates from the primordial Confucianism of Confucius
and Mencius, with the learning of benevolence (Renxue) as its foundational value. During the Song and Ming dynasties,
figures like Lu Jiuyuan and Wang Yangming brought the heart-mind tradition to prominence. They integrated the teachings
of the Three Teachings (Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism), addressed contemporary issues based on realistic
concerns, and formed a grand intellectual landscape. Modern New Confucians, represented by Xiong Shili, emphasized
the creative transformation of heart-mind resources, harmonizing Chinese and Western thought with forward-looking
significance. The subjective consciousness, the spirit of the unity of knowledge and action (zhi xing he yi), the realm
of forming one body with all things (wan wu yi ti), and the people-oriented orientation inherent in the philosophy of
heart-mind provide Chinese wisdom for adapting to the process of modernization and overcoming the predicaments of
modernity. The creative transformation and innovative development of the heart-mind philosophy must still confront the
issues of the era, strengthen intercultural dialogue and mutual learning among civilizations, take root among the people,
and thereby develop new thought, new wisdom, and new horizons.

Keywords: philosophy of heart-mind; unity of knowledge and action; subjective consciousness; people-oriented principle

The Era of Classical Revival: Its Context, Attributes, and Significance
CAI Xianjin

Abstract: The current revival of classical studies has its historical context, encompassing both the Grand Era of the
world and the New Age of China, emerging under this dual backdrop. The current revival of classical studies exhibits
attributes such as Eastern, Continental, Personal, Universal harmony, and Integration, distinguishing it from Western,
maritime, divine, material, colonial, antiquarian, and deconstructive types of classical studies. It fully embodies the value
and significance of its discipline, cultural heritage, original conceptual capital, the opening of future possibilities, and the
foundational discourse system.

Keywords: classical studies; renaissance; historical background; attributes; significance

Appropriateness is Maxim
SHEN Shunfu

Abstract: Appropriateness (Y1) refers to the nature of a certain behavior, indicating its suitability. Judgments of suitability
possess a dual nature. When it arises as a natural response of the mind, Yi is an objective existence; when it functions as an
activity of the mind, Yi also possesses a subjective quality. Neo-Confucianism regards Yi as function (Yong). As function,
Yi is not only an activity of the mind but is also manifested in concrete affairs. The Yi within the mind is the subjective
form of an objective and general principle:Humaneness (Ren). The Yi in affairs is the concrete form of a universal
principle. From the perspective of modern ethics, this Yi, as the subjective and concrete form of an objective and universal
principle, constitutes a moral maxim. A moral maxim is a principle that acts upon the mind and determines the rightness of
a particular matter. Rightness is precisely “suitability” (Yi), and “suitability” is Yi.

Keywords: Yi (appropriateness/righteousness); Ren (humaneness/benevolence); Dao (the way); universal principle;
maxim

“Adjudication According to the Spring and Autumn Annals”: A Constitutional Perspective
SUN Lei

Abstract: The constitution is the fundamental law that underpins a civilization. From a constitutional perspective, the
practice of “Adjudication According to the Spring and Autumn Annals” in traditional Chinese politics played a significant
constitutional role. In the political sphere, it established Five Classics( 114 ) as fulfilling the function of a national constitution,
restoring Confucian orthodoxy in governance. To a certain extent, it regulated the ruler’s power, and reinforced the state-
led ideological indoctrination. In the judicial domain, it functioned similarly to “judicial review” by guiding the
adjudication of complex cases through rituals akin to “case law”. By “incorporating rites into law” , it facilitated a
transformation in legal spirit—shifting from a sole emphasis on “state law” to a broader consideration of “mandate
of heaven ( K P ), state law ( [# ¥ ), and human experiences ( A 1 )”. In judicial practice, Confucian scholars
flexibly applied the principles of “Jing-Quan” ( £:4X ) from the Spring and Autumn Annals, exercising “discretion” prudently
to effectively overcome the rigidity and abstraction of statutory law. Drawing lessons from history, contemporary
China’s pursuit of “rule of law” still requires further in-depth exploration on how to better highlight the subjectivity
of Chinese civilization and draw on the experience of "incorporating rites into law" from the Chinese legal tradition.
Keywords: “Adjudication According to the Spring and Autumn Annals”; constitution; Dong Zhongshu; rites and law
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