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Abstracts

The Light of Virtue: The Evolution and Characteristics of the Concept of Virtue in the Zhou Dynasty Chao Fulin

The Zhou Dynasty was an important stage in the formation and development of the concept of “virtue”.
From this period onward, the concept of virtue became one of the core elements of social ideology. This
represents a significant characteristic of Chinese civilization and traditional culture, and it played a positive role
in shaping the national character of the Chinese people. A country prospers by virtue, and a person stands by
virtue. During the Western Zhou Dynasty. the concept of virtue underwent a transition from the emperor to the
aristocracy. Since the Spring and Autumn period. its scope has gradually expanded. In the Warring States
period, the concept of virtue evolved along two paths: politics and academia. The discourses of Confucian
masters, represented by Mencius and Xunzi, played a key role in deepening the understanding of this concept.
Throughout thousands of years of historical development, the Chinese nation has stood firm among the world’s
nations with its distinctive national character, characterized by virtue and respect for virtue. The formation and

development of the concept of virtue in the Zhou Dynasty laid the foundation for this.

Lexical Analysis of Terms Expressing “Mandate of Heaven” in Pre-Qin Excavated Texts Guo Jingyun

The conceptual content, religious significance, and lexical expressions related to the “Mandate of Heaven”
underwent historical evolution. Before the late Western Zhou period, the term “Mandate of Heaven” did not
exist; instead, “Great Decree” was used to express the supreme authorization conferred upon the founding sage-
kings. Through a comprehensive study of oracle bone and bronze inscriptions, this paper demonstrates that the
characters for “Heaven” and “Great” were not interchangeable. Thus, the lexical shift from “Great Decree” to
“Heaven's Decree” and finally to “Mandate of Heaven” implies an evolution in meaning. During the Shang and
Zhou periods, the concept of “Decree” was absent, while the concept of “Order” held significant importance,
representing divine authorization and mission. The character “Decree”, which came into use in the late Western
Zhou, initially served merely as a variant form of “Order”. The term “Mandate of Heaven” first appeared in the
inscriptions of the Qin state during the Spring and Autumn period. It took nearly two more centuries for other states to
begin using it, yet by the late Warring States period, “Mandate of Heaven” had not completely replaced “Great
Decree”, and both terms coexisted in pre-Qin texts. Moreover, a thorough examination of pre-Qin excavated texts
reveals that the meaning of “Decree” was either identical to or subordinate to that of “Order”. This situation stands in

direct contrast to the usage after the Han dynasty, when “Decree” attained higher significance than “Order”.

Further Research on the Academic Origins of Zhou Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram Zhang Kebin

The academic origins of Zhou Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram, including its explanatory text, have long been a
contentious issue in the history of Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism. Zhu Zhen exclusively proposed that Zhou
Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram was inherited from Mu Xiu and transmitted to the Cheng brothers. However, extensive
research from ancient to modern times shows this claim cannot be substantiated. First, the significant age
difference between Mu Xiu and Zhou Dunyi made a teacher-student relationship impossible. Second, no records
in Mu Xiu’s biography or writings indicate his engagement with Yijing studies. While Qing scholars like Huang
Zongyan and Mao Qiling presented seemingly conclusive evidence of the diagram’s Daoist origins, their
arguments actually lack reliable basis, contain factual errors in historical materials, or involve
misinterpretations. As a result, the more specific their conclusions appear, the more flawed they prove to be.
Currently, no reliable evidence clarifies the transmission source of Zhou Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram. Instead of
making groundless claims about its Daoist origins, it would be more productive to examine the diagram and its
text directly, exploring its theoretical sources through its intellectual content. Examining the development of
Yijing studies and Confucianism from pre-Qin through Han, Wei, Tang and Song periods reveals that Zhou
Dunyi’s Taiji Diagram represents a new intellectual synthesis based on Han-Tang Yijing scholarship and

Confucian thought. Attributing its origin to Daoism is like mistaking distant relatives for immediate ancestors,
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while Neo-Confucian claims that Zhou’s thought directly continues Confucius and Mencius, skipping Han-Tang

developments, violate fundamental historical patterns of intellectual evolution.

The Integration of Heaven and Parents in Ximing during the Han-Song Intellectual Transition Tian Feng

Han Learning regarded filial piety as the foundation of benevolence, while Song Learning treated benevolence
as the substance and filial piety as its function. Situated at the transitional period between Han and Song
learning, the Ximing exhibits dual characteristics of both filial piety as foundation and benevolence as substance
with filial piety as function, thus giving rise to diverse interpretations. The Neo-Confucian interpretation of “one
principle with many manifestations” insightfully reveals the implicit patriarchal order in “all people are my
brothers and all things are my companions,” as well as the philosophical structure and practical significance of
serving heaven through serving one’s parents. However, interpreting its main theme as serving heaven
overlooks the bidirectional metaphorical mechanism between heaven and parents in the text. The Heart-Mind
School’s interpretation pushed the emphasis on kinship to the extreme, subordinating benevolence to filial piety
while emptying both of their substantive content. Interpreting Zhang Zai should be grounded in the School of Qi.
In this tradition, human nature is not an eternal participation in self-sufficient ontology, but derives from the
virtuous dynamism of Qian and Kun. The parent-child relationship is uniquely irreplaceable and cannot be
dissolved by ontological logic tracing or by identifying the source of a causal chain. Through “continuance”,
humanity achieves the unity of benevolence and filial piety. The integration of heaven and parents in the Ximing
serves not only as a rhetorical device and spiritual inspiration, but also as an operation of categorical thinking,
representing Zhang Zai’s reconstruction and synthesis of the relationship between benevolence and filial piety

during the Han-Song intellectual transition.

On Xiong Shili’s Reinterpretation of Gongyang Zhuan and His Late Political Thought Zeng Yi

Dong Zhongshu and He Xiu were the most important figures in Gongyang studies during the Han Dynasty.
In the Qing Dynasty, with the revival of Gongyang learning, an academic trend emerged that returned to He Xiu
and further traced back to Dong Zhongshu. Overall, Qing Dynasty Gongyang studies generally presented a
tendency to suppress He Xiu while elevating Dong Zhongshu. However, in his later years, Xiong Shili, likely
influenced by modern revolutionary thought, reinterpreted the Gongyang Zhuan. In his interpretation, Xiong
Shili strongly criticized Dong Zhongshu’s defense of the imperial system, considering it a deviation from the true
spirit of Confucius. In contrast, He Xiu's Gongyang Jiegu partially preserved Confucius’s oral teachings that
had never been recorded in written form. thereby revealing to some extent the revolutionary tendencies in

Confucius’s doctrine.

Organizational Sociology of Qin County Governance: Evidence from Excavated Bamboo Slips Guo Tao

County was one of the most important organizational forms in traditional Chinese bureaucracy. The Qin
county system emerged from the interaction between feudal and prefectural systems, and its successful
implementation as a model benefited from the convergent development of local administrative structures across
various states during the Warring States period. The administration of Qin counties belonged to a comprehensive
local governance network, characterized by multiple overlapping administrative systems and parallel
organizational units that formed a dual-track or even multi-track governance structure. Behind this approach to
decentralization lay a centralized logic of unified rule. Using Qianling County as representative of Qin county
governance allows for analysis through organizational sociology. Qin counties established a relatively strict
bureaucratic hierarchy and rational administrative model, reflected in the organizational structure of
“Administrative Office. .. Section—Department”, comprehensive position establishment, and flexible allocation
of officials. The presence of “all-round officials” helped alleviate the serious shortage of clerical staff, though
this arrangement also hindered the transition of Qin bureaucracy from wartime to normal administration. The
transformation of county administrative structures during the Qin and Han periods provides insights into the

origins of the mechanism known as “imperial authority stopping at the county level”, which became prominent



