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Yang Jian’s Philosophy and Yangming School
Zhai Kuifeng Tong Yuheng

Abstract; After the Southern Song Dynasty, Yang Jian’ s philosophy was si-
lent for a time. However, in the middle of the Ming Dynasty, with the rise of
Yangming School, many views of Yang Jian’ s philosophy became important topics

in the Confucianism. In his later years, Wang Yangming praised Yang Jian’ s phi-

O CBITFYE—, W(EEMERAYE 1125 M, L. Tt 8 ARt , 2002 45, 56 304—305 1T,



110 | PEATTCRAEIY |- 1) - @ts

losophy, and some thoughts of him were also influenced by Yang Jian. At the
same time, Wang Yangming euphemistically criticized that Yang Jian’ s philoso-
phy is grounded on Wu ( JG, Nothingness). This was a profound insight of Wang
Yangming on that. Under the influence of Wang Yangming, many of his disciples
and even some second-generation and third-generation disciples also praised and
affirmed Yang Jian’ s philosophy. As same as what Wang Yangming had
done, they also pointed out that Yang Jian was not pragmatic and too mysterious.
In addition, there are also some Yangming’ s disciples and later scholars who have
a generally critical attitude towards Yang Jian’ s philosophy. Overall, Confucian-
ists, represented by the Yangming School of Mind, mostly held a positive attitude
towards Yang Jian, while Neo-Confucianists, represented by Luo Qinshun, held a
absolutely negative attitude towards Yang Jian.

Keywords: Yang Jian, Yangming School, Don’ t raise a thought, The spirit
of the heart is the holy



