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Between Ti and Yong: a Comparison between Zhu Xi's

and Wang Yangmings Philosophies

SHEN Shunfu':?

(1.Center for the Study of Yijing and Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan Shandong 250100, China;

2.Institute for Advanced Study of Confucianism, Shandong University, Jinan Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract : Traditional academics have divided the Neo— Confucianism into two camps: one represented by Zhu Xi's Neo
— Confucianism and the other one represented by Wang Yangming's study of mind, both of which adhered to the tra-
ditional Confucian concept of benevolence. Benevolence is endless, and changing regularly; benevolence is love, which
is a moral behavior. Benevolence as moral behavior contains reason, and the behavior of benevolence is based on rea-
son. Behavior is function(Yong), so reason is in function. The form(Ti) of function has not only a physical form, but
also a nature of form. The nature of form is temperament. Reason is temperament when it is in people and things.
Reason is in function and temperament is in form. Zhu Xi favored the search for reason from function, while Wang
Yangming favored conscience, i.e., nature, as the basis. From the point of view of the distinction between form and
function, Zhu Xi emphasized the function and Yangming emphasized the form; from the point of view of the non—

duality of form and function, what they said was almost the same. Therefore, there is little difference between Zhu Xi

's and Wang Yangming's philosophies.

Key words: Zhu Xi; Wang Yangming; theory of Ti and Yong(form and function); reason; nature



